
2. Behold, the righteous man islike a tree
Whichby the streams yields fruit abundantly,
Whose leaves aregreen and shall not fade orperish;
In all he does, the righteous one shall flourish.
But wicked men are not likehim, for they
Resemble chaff that winds will drive away.

3. Their downfall and destruction is at hand:
The wicked shall not in the judgmentstand,
Nor sinnersin the righteous congregation.
The LORD ourGod shalljudge their generation;
He watches o’er the way ofrighteous men,
But doomed forever is theway of sin.
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2. Though proudly now they raise their battlecry,
How vain is all their frenzied opposition!
The LORD, who sits enthroned in heaven onhigh,
Laughs them toscorn: He has them in derision.
Then He will speak in wrath and indignation
And all their host will He with terror fill:
“I’ve set MyKing,” so runs His proclamation,
“Upon mountZion, on Myholy hill.”

4

& ˙

˙
œ
œ

Why do the

1

œ
œ

œ
œ

rest-less hea- then

œ
œ

˙

mad-ly rage?

Ó

˙

What
œ

œ

œ
œ

haugh- ty schemes are

œ
œ
œ

œ

they in vain con-
˙

˙

triv-ing?

Ó

˙
œ œ

The kings and
œ
œ

œ
œ

rul- ers of the

œ
œ ˙

earth en- gage

Ó

˙
œ
œ

In rash at-

˙
˙

tempts to

œ
œ œ

œ

plot their emp - ty
˙
˙

striv -
˙

Ó

ing.
˙ œ œ

They stand pre-

˙
˙

pared, they

œ
œ

œ
œ

all con-spire to -

˙

˙

geth - er

Ó

˙
œ

œ

A- gainst the

˙ ˙

LORD and

œ
œ
œ

œ

His a-noint-ed

˙ Ó

King.
˙ œ œ

“Let us,” they

˙
˙

say, “tear

œ
œ

œ
œ

loose and break their

˙

˙

fet -ters,

Ó

˙
œ

œ

Cast off their

˙
˙

chains, their

œ
œ

˙

shack- les from
˙ W

us fling.”

PSALM 2

Strasbourg, 1539/Lyons, 1548

1.



3. O peoples, listen to the LORD’s decree,
For unto Me He made this declaration:
“Thou art My Son, I have begottenThee
This very day. To Thee I’ll give thenations.
Ask what Thouwilt: Thy heritage I’ll make them;
Their lands shaltThou possess, both near andfar.
Lo, with a rod of iron shalt Thoubreak them,
Dash them inpieces like a potter’s jar.”

4. Take heed, O rulers of the earth, andhear;
Be wise, O kings, and let His edictwarn you.
Rejoice with trembling, serve the LORD withfear.
Now kiss theSon, lest He in furyscorn you,
Lest in His wrath the LORD cause you toperish,
For quickly kindled is His anger’s blaze.
But all who trust in Him the LORD willcherish;
He will defend and bless themall their days.
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2. But Thou, LORD, alwaysart
A shield about myheart,
My hope and sure reliance.
Thou, in the hour ofdread,
Dost lift my wearyhead,
And biddest them defiance.
Whene’er to God Icried,
He hastened to myside
In all my tribulations;
From Zion’s mountainfair
He looked on my despair
And heard my supplications.

3. When I lay down, Islept;
I woke, for I waskept
In His divine protection.
The LORD was at myside,
My safety He supplied,
Whatever my affliction.
Defended by Hishand,
I shall undauntedstand
While thousands surge about me;
Though furious foemenwage
Their war with mightyrage,
I know they shall notrout me.

4. Arise andsave me,LORD,
For Thou hast smittenhard
The jaws of them thathate me;
Yes, Thou didst fiercelybreak
For me Thy servant’ssake
The teeth of the ungodly.
I shall not sufferlong,
For my salvationstrong
Thou, O my LORD, providest.
Thy people all will rest
By Thee so richlyblest,
Since Thou with them abidest.
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2. Know that the LORD in His goodpleasure
Has set the righteousones apart
To be Hisown, His chosennation.
He therefore hears my supplication;
He takes my misery to heart.
Be angry,but refrain from evil;
Commune within yourheart, be still.
At all times bring right sacrifices.
Rely not on your own devices:
Trust in the LORD andheed His will.

3. How many sigh with heartfeltlonging,
“If only we somegood might see!”
O LORD, reveal Thy light andsplendour
And show Thyself the strong Defender
Of all who put their trust in Thee!
More joy hastThou to me imparted
Than others have whosegoods increase,
Who in their grain and wine takepleasure.
Thee do I as my refugetreasure:
I will lie down andsleep in peace.
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2. LORD, in themorning Thou shalthear me;
I bring my prayer toThee and wait.
Against all evilburns Thy hate;
The ills of men who do notfear Thee
Shall not staynear Thee.

3. The boastfulshall not stand before Thee;
All evil men Thoudost despise.
And Thou destroyesthim who lies;
Thou hatestsinners who ignore Thee,
O God ofglory!

4. Thy steadfastlove shall fail me never.
Through its abundanceI’ll appear
In Thy great house withholy fear
To worship there, for none shallever
Us from Theesever.
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5. In fear ofThee I come before Thee.
LORD, lead me in Thyrighteousness
Because of all whome oppress;
Make Thou theway, I do implore Thee,
Then straight before me.

6. There is no truth in all their chatter;
Destruction, death, iswhat they crave.
Their throat is like anopen grave,
And with their tongue they fawn andflatter
While lies theyscatter.

7. Declare themguilty who deride me!
By their own counsellet them fall.
All their transgressions,LORD, recall,
Cast out thosewho will not abide Thee,
But have defied Thee.

8. Let all who cling to Thee delight us
With joyous songs thatnever end;
LORD, those who love ThyName defend.
Thou with Thyshield, though foes mayfight us,
Dost save therighteous.
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2. My soul is troubled greatly.
O hasten Thou toaid me.
Why dost Thou tarry,LORD?
Turn back and show Thyfavour;
Me in Thy love deliver,
According to Thy word!

3. How can thedead adore Thee
Or bring their thanks before Thee,
Or praise Thy holyName?
I’m weary with mymoaning,
Worn out with constantgroaning
And overcome with shame.
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4. All night, instead of sleeping,
I drench my couch withweeping.
With grief my eyes growweak,
Since foes with hate surround me
And without ceasinghound me;
My ruin they all seek.

5. Depart from me, transgressors.
Flee now, all you oppressors:
The LORD did heed mycry!
He heard my supplication,
My plea for consolation,
And with His help is nigh.

6. The LORD heardwhen I pleaded
And my appeals Heheeded.
My foes shall be ashamed,
For sudden fear shallshake them,
And panic overtake them.
Their doom hasHe proclaimed.
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2. Rise in Thy anger, LORD, andhasten
The fury of my foes tochasten.
My God, awake! Appoint Thyday,
Put all the peoples in array;
Ascend Thy throne and judge thenations,
Do right unto their generations;
Judge me, O LORD, forI profess
Integrity and righteousness.

14

&
b
˙

˙ œ
œ

Thou art my

1
œ

œ

œ œ

ref-uge; LORD, de -

˙
˙

fend me.

Ó

b
˙ œ

œ

Come, lest my

œ

œ
œ œ

foes like li - ons

˙
˙

rend me,

Ó

b

˙
œ œ

And drag me

œ
œ

œ œ

off, a help- less

˙
Ó

prey.

b

˙
œ
œ

If I did

œ
œ œ

œ#

good with ill re -

˙
Ó

pay,

b
˙
œ œ

If sin, O

œ

œ
œ

œ

God, my hands has

˙
˙

blight-ed,

Ó

b
˙
œ œ

And I in

œ
œ

œ
œ

plun-der have de-
˙ ˙

light- ed,

Ó

b
˙ œ œ

Let me then

œ
œ
˙

by my foe

˙
˙

be found,

Ó

b

˙
œ œ

And let him
œ

œ œ
œ#

tread me to the

W

ground.

PSALM 7

Strasbourg, Geneva, 1542/Geneva,1551

1.



3. Ward off those who Thy peopleravish;
The just and righteous, LORD, establish,
O Thou who triest heart andmind,
Our God in righteousness enshrined.
My shield Thou art; Thy help Thougavest
And men of upright heart Thousavest.
O righteous Judge, Thyanger’s sway
Subdues the wicked everyday.

4. If any man shows no repentance,
Our God will whet His sword withvengeance.
For those who to withstand havedared
His bow is braced, His shafts prepared.
For barbed with fire are all Hisarrows
When He in ire the wickedharrows.
And never will myfoe achieve
The evil which he did conceive.

5. With evil pregnant he willhound me;
He brings forth falsehood to confound me.
For others he prepares apit,
But he himself falls intoit.
His mischief, on his head returning,
Repays him who with hate wasburning.
God’s righteousness I’llglorify.
I praise the Name of God MostHigh!
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2. Out of the mouth of infants praise issounded,
And so amighty bulwark Thou hastfounded.
Thus breakestThou the adversary’s force
And thwartest Thou the evildoer’s course.

3. When I behold the skies Thou hast created,
The moon andstars which Thou hast generated,
O what isman that Thou wilt think of him,
Theson of man that Thou dost care for him?

4. Yet, little less than God — so hast Thoumade him,
And Thou withglorious honour hast arrayed him,
That over Thy creation he might reign;
Thouhast assigned all things asman’s domain.

5. Thou hast appointed him as lord andmaster
Of bird andbeast in forest, field, andpasture;
He also rules the creaturesof the sea.
O LORD, how great is Thy Name’smajesty.
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2. See how myenemies retreat;
They stumble, perish in defeat.
For my justcause hast Thou contended,
And from Thy throne my right defended.

3. The nations’ pride hast Thou madevoid,
My wicked foes hastThou destroyed,
Their name wipedout, their memorybanished.
Their cities, rooted out, havevanished.

4. For ever reigns the LORD alone;
For judgment He setup His throne.
The world hearsrulings, just andrighteous,
By God, whose equity delights us.

5. God is a stronghold for the oppressed,
Their refuge when theyare distressed.
Those seekingThee are not forsaken,
Thosetrusting Thee shall not beshaken.
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7. Have pity, LORD, my sufferingsee,
Thou who from death’s gate savest me,
That I, Thy praise and mercyvoicing,
In Zion’s gate may find rejoicing.

8. My foes fellin the pit theymade,
Their feet caught in thesnares they laid.
The LORD hasin His justicespoken;
By their ownguile my foes arebroken.

9. The wickedto Sheol shall go
And dwell amid thegloom below
With all the godless, proud andgreedy.
But God shall not forget theneedy.

10. Arise, LORD,let not men prevail;
Let them in fear andterror wail.
Judge Thou thenations, God ofglory;
Showthem they are but men before Thee.
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2. The wicked man boasts of his heart’s desire,
And blesses them whose greed the LORD does spurn,
And in his pride the wickedscorns Thy ire.
“There is no God who shall ourill return,”
Such are his thoughts, his heart knowsno concern;
He prospersand his foes dare not disturb him;
Thy laws onhigh do not restrain orcurb him.
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4. He sits in ambush waiting for his prey,
And kills the meek not of hiswiles aware;
His eyes search out the haplesson their way;
He is a lion lurking in his lair,
And in his nets he does the poor ensnare.
He thinks deepin his heart, “God does notsee it;
Why fear His wrath? We do not have toflee it.”
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5. Arise, O LORD! O God, lift up Thy hand;
Forget not the afflicted,be Thou near.
Why do the wicked still so proudly stand
Renouncing God, while in theirhearts they sneer,
“He will not punish; why thenshould we fear?
He does notcare; why should His wrath delay us?
Who calls usto account or shall repay us?”

6. But Thou dost see our troublesand our woes
And Thou shalt take our cause into Thy hand.
The hapless flee to Thee; Thoushalt oppose
The evildoers’ proud andwicked band,
For Thou hast been the orphans’ help and stand.
Break Thou thearm ofhim who evilcherished,
Seek out hiswickedness till he hasperished.

7. The LORD is King, He reigns forevermore;
The heathen soon shall perishfrom the land.
Thou wilt incline Thy ear andwilt restore
The weak and weary by Thymighty hand.
The orphaned and oppressed shalt Thou defend,
That mortal man, aroused by hate anderror,
No more maystrike the earth with fear andterror.

21

PSALM 10



2. The LORD does from His holy templesee this,
And from His throne He judges wrong andright;
All men will hear then what His just decree is.
God hates thosewho in violence delight.
Their lot is storm and brimstone fiercelyburning.
The righteousLORD shall favour the upright;
They shall see Him for whom their heart isyearning.

22

˙
&

˙
˙

In God

˙
œ œ

I take my

œ
œ

œ
œ

ref-uge. Why then

˙

say

˙

you,

Ó

˙ ˙

“Flee like

˙

œ
œ

a bird that

œ
œ

to the

œœ
œ#

˙

moun - tains wings.

Ó

˙ œ
œ

For, lo, the

œ œ

œb œ

wick- ed bend the

œ
œ
˙

bow to slay
˙

Ó

you;

˙ œ œ

They fit their

˙
˙

sharp- ened

œ
œ

œ
œ

ar- rows to the

˙
Ó

strings;

˙
œ

œ

They shoot in

œ œ
œ œ

se- cret those who

œ
œ

˙

right- ness cher -

˙

Ó

ish.

˙
œ œ

What can the

˙ ˙

right - eous
œ

œ

˙

who to jus -

˙
˙

tice clings

Ó

˙

Still

œ
œ

œ

œ

do if the foun-

œ
œ

œ
œ

da-tions fall and
˙ W

per- ish?”

PSALM 11

Strasbourg, Geneva, 1542/Geneva, 1551

1.

1



2. O may theLORD cut off the lips thatflatter,
And those whosay, “Our tongue makesus succeed!”
Hear how in vanity they proudlychatter,
“Our lips are ours, what masterdo we need?”

3. Because theyall despoil the poor andneedy
I will arise andright My people’s wrong;
I hear theirgroans and will destroy the greedy,
And grant My own therest forwhich they long.

4. The words ofpromise which the LORD has spoken
Are purestsilver seventimes refined.
His covenantstands from age to age unbroken;
He is our God, in truth andfaith enshrined.

5. O LORD, protect us from this generation;
Forever save us from their ways of sin.
They strut about, and vileness in thenation
Do they exalt among thesons of men.
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2. Look, LORD my God, and answerme;
Grant that my eyesThy light may see,
Lest, when the light of life shallfail me,
When foes withjoy and pride assail me,
My fall delight my enemy.

3. Thy steadfast love has been mystay;
My heart shall praiseThee night and day
And shall rejoice in Thy salvation,
And I will praise with jubilation
Thy bounty,LORD Most High,for aye!
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2. The LORD looksdown from heaven’s holythrone
To see ifthere are any that actwisely.
O God, not one seeks Thee; they all despise Thee:
Seehow thesons of men, to evilprone,
Thy law disown.

3. Will evildoers never understand?
As though theyate their bread, so those whohate Thee
Eat up my helpless people, who await Thee.
They do notpray, but evil they haveplanned
Throughout theland.

4. See how theytremble, how they cringe withfear,
For God iswith the just in love unbounded.
They wish to see the poor man’s hope confounded,
But when hecries, however loud theyjeer,
The LORD shallhear.
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2. His tongue isfrom all slanderfree;
He does notwrong or harm those near him;
He scorns thoseacting wickedly,
But honoursthe integrity
Of all who serve the LORD andfear Him.

3. He keeps an oath that may bringpain,
And takes nointerest for his lending;
He will not, moved by thought ofgain,
Against theinnocent complain.
He’ll firmly stand through time unending.
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3. My happy lot wilt Thou maintain, OLORD;
The lines havefallen in most pleasantplaces.
A goodlyheritagedidst Thou award;
In beauty it excels earth’s choicestspaces.
Thy measuring-rod gave unto me forever
A place from which no power canme sever.

4. I praise the LORD and bless Him all theday
For what Heby His counsel has provided;
E’en in thenight my heart expounds the way
That I should go; thus I am safelyguided.
I worshipHim with joy and adoration;
None can deprive me of His preservation.
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5. Therefore I now rejoice with heart andsoul;
My flesh shallrest secure in Thy protection.
Thou wilt not leave me down in dark Sheol,
Nor let Thy Holy One there see corruption.
With Thee fulljoy and bliss are everpresent;
The fulness of Thy right hand ismost pleasant.
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3. I took the paths marked out byThee
So that I would not slip or waver.
I call on Thee, I seek Thyfavour,
For Thou, OGod, wilt answerme;
Incline Thy ear to me andhear me.
Show forth, O LORD, from heaven above,
The wonders of Thysteadfast love,
Thou Shield of all who trust andfear Thee.
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4. LORD, as the apple of Thineeye
Keep Thou me,with Thy care provide me.
Beneath Thywings, O Saviour,hide me
From deadlyfoes when they drawnigh.
They close their hearts to all compassion
And utter boastfulvanity.
They track me down, surrounding me
Till I should yield to their oppression.

5. They like the lion crave theirprey.
Arise, OLORD! Thy powershow them
And draw Thysword to overthrow them;
With Thy right hand snatch me away.
Save me from those whose onlymeasure
Is this life’s portion,nothing more.
O gorge them with Thyample store
And let their offspring share suchtreasure.

6. But I, when I awake, shallsee
Thy face inrighteousness andglory;
O with Thy likeness then before me,
How rich and full my joy shallbe!
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2. Death bound me with its dreaded cords andracked me;
The roaring floods of wickedness attacked me.
I lay in death’s entangling cords ensnared;
The grave confronted me and I despaired.
I called upon the LORD my God tosave me;
He saw myplight, His mighty help Hegave me.
He from His temple heard my voice andcry;
They reached Hisears, He answered from onhigh.
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3. Then reeled the earth, its pillars rocked andquavered;
The deep foundations of the mountainswavered.
Because theLORD was angry, they didquake;
They trembledwhen they saw His wrath awake.
The smoke rosefrom His nostrils, black andfrightening,
And from Hismouth flashed scorching fire andlightning.
He bowed theheavens in His anger’sheat,
While clouds ofdarkness swirled around Hisfeet.

4. He rode upon a cherub bright andsplendid;
On wings ofstorm and wind the LORD descended.
With darkness covered was His majesty;
Clouds dark with water were His canopy.
Light was Hiscrown and brightness went before Him,
Red fire andhail broke through the clouds that bore Him.
His thunderroared and echoed through thesky;
His mightyvoice shook vale and mountainhigh.

5. The LORD did speak, the heavens heard His thunder;
His mightyvoice tore clouds and sky asunder.
He sent Hisarrows, scattered all Hisfoes;
His lightnings flashed, none dared His wrath oppose.
The ocean’s deep, thebedrock of creation,
Lay bare anddry, revealing earth’s foundation.
At Thy rebuke, O LORD, all stood aghast
Before Thynostrils’ angry breath andblast.

6. From His high heavens He reached down totake me
Out of thewaters — He did not forsake me!
He saved mefrom my fiercest enemy
And from myhaters much too strong forme.
In my calamity they came upon me;
But for the LORD, their onslaught had undone me.
He came torescue and to set mefree,
For He, theLORD my God, delights inme.
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8. Yea, mercyto the merciful Thoushowest,
And just to him whose justice well Thouknowest
Art Thou, OLORD, whose wrath none can endure,
And with the pure Thou showest Thyselfpure.
The cunningman shalt Thou outdo incunning,
For with Thybounties shall be overrunning
The cup of those who humbly fear ThyName,
But haughtyeyes Thou bringest down toshame.
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9. Yea, Thou dost light my lamp, Thou shalt restore me;
The LORD myGod makes bright the dark before me.
With Thee Icrush a troop and conquerall,
And with myGod I scale the highestwall.
The way ofGod is perfect, truth availing,
His word is tried and proven, neverfailing.
A shield for those who with Him refugetake
Is He, ourGod, whose power none canshake.

10. Who but our God is Lord of all creation?
And who butHe, the rock of our salvation?
He who withstrength and power girded me
Madesafe myway; my haters cringe andflee.
Exult in songs, praise Him with harp andcymbal;
He made myfeet like hinds’ feet, swift and nimble.
God is with me, my enemies Hesmites;
I am secure, He puts me on theheights.

11. O LORD, Thy hand and power shall sustain me,
And for the day of battle Thou dosttrain me
So that myarms can bend the strongestbow;
With Thee myenemies I’ll overthrow.
Thou gavest me the shield of Thy salvation,
And Thy right hand upheld my place andstation;
Thy help hasmade me glorious andgreat;
I did not slip; my path was wide andstraight.

12. LORD, when I met my enemies inbattle
I drove themoff, they fled like frightenedcattle.
In my pursuit I overtook themall;
I routedthem, delighting in their fall.
I thrust themthrough, they staggered and theystumbled;
Beneath myfeet they lay, prostrate andhumbled.
Me Thou didstgird with strength my foes tomeet,
Made my assailants sink beneath myfeet.
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14. Me hast Thou saved from strife and provocations
And made thehead of other tribes andnations.
I’m served bypeople whom I’ve neverknown,
And foreigners came cringing to mythrone,
For when theyheard of me, they all obeyed me
Because Thouwith Thy glory hast arrayed me.
Strange nationsleft their strongholds, weak withfear,
And trembling they before my throne appear.
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15. The LORD does live, I bless Him with elation;
Exalted be the rock of my salvation,
The God whogave me vengeance, who subdued
The peoplesunder me in servitude.
Thou didst exalt me when my foes disgraced me;
Above my adversaries hast Thouplaced me.
From men ofviolence and cruelty,
From all my foes didst Thou deliverme.

16. For this, O LORD, I will among thenations
Extol Thy Name and bring Thee my oblations,
And praisesto Thy Name I gladlysing:
Great triumphsHe has given to Hisking.
His steadfastlove He shows to His anointed,
To David, now to Israel’s throne appointed.
To all his generations withoutend
Shall He, theLORD, His faithfulness extend.
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2. In this widefirmament
God gave thesun a tent
From which to start its run.
Just as a joyful groom
Emerges from his room,
So comes theradiant sun.
And as aman of force
Rejoicing runs his course,
So from the end ofheaven
The sun itspath completes,
And from its burning heat
Can nothing remainhidden.

3. The law of God is whole
And it revives the soul
By bidding it to rise.
His testimony sure
Forevershall endure:
It makes the simple wise.
The precepts of the LORD,
Which are His perfect Word,
With joy our hearts dobrighten;
While His commandments sure,
Which are bothtrue and pure,
The eyes of man enlighten.

4. The fear ofGod is clean;
A fountainmost serene
It will forever be.
His ordinances, too,
Are righteousand are true,
For everyone to see,
To be desired far more
Than gold, muchfine gold, or
What can be bought formoney.
They are far sweeter than
Whatever sweetness man
Receives from combs withhoney.
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6. Keep Thou meall my days,
O LORD, fromevil ways;
Wilt Thou theirsway prevent.
Then blamelessI shall be,
From great transgressions free,
Before Theeinnocent.
That everyword I say
And all my heart’s thoughts may
Be proof of pure demeanour —
All this Thy servant prays
Of Thee whoscanst his ways,
My Rock and my Redeemer.
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2. May all your heart’s desirebe granted
And God fulfil yourplans!
May we the victory youwanted
Extol with song and dance.
He made your way and war victorious,
And we, His Name professing,
Will set up banners great andglorious.
God crown your prayers withblessing.
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3. I know now that the LORD’sanointed
Will with His help beblessed.
The LORD hears whom He has appointed
And grants him his request.
Yes, from His heaven high and holy
His right hand strong and mighty
Shall stay the proud, exalt thelowly,
And with great deeds delight me.

4. Someboast of chariots, someof horses,
But we boast in theName
Of Him who rules all heaven’sforces,
Our LORD so great infame.
They will collapse and fall before us,
But we shall rise undaunted.
O LORD, make Thou the king victorious,
That so our prayers begranted.
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2. His blessings from Thee are untold;
Prosperity Thougrantest.
Upon his head Thouplantest
A preciouscrown of finestgold.
The life heasked of Thee
Thou gavest,endlessly.

3. Great through Thyhelp his splendouris;
Thou crownest him withglory
And majesty before Thee.
Thou grantesthim abundantbliss.
And, since Thoupresent art,
Great joy fills all his heart.

44

&

#

#
˙ ˙ œ

œ

LORD, in Thy

1
˙

˙
œ

strength the king

œ
˙

ex-ults;

Ó

#

#

˙
œ

Thou rich-

œ
œ

ly dost

œ ˙

sup- port

˙ Ó

him.
#

#
˙

œ œ

His wish Thou
œ

œ ˙

dost ac-cord
˙

Ó

him
#

#
˙ œ œ

By grant- ing

˙
˙

him Thy

œ
œ

˙

blest re- sults.

Ó

#

#
˙

œ œ

Thy pow - er

˙
˙

he a-

˙

Ó

vowed,
#

#

˙ œ
œ

Thou hast his

˙
˙

prayer al -
W

lowed.

PSALM 21

Geneva,1551

1.



4. The king doeson the LORD rely,
His faithfulness believing;
And, steadfast love receiving,
He, through thegrace of the MostHigh,
Is from hisplace not moved
Which was by God approved.

5. Your hand will find your enemy,
Your right hand all thathate you;
With fear they must await you:
A blazingoven they will see;
By fire theyare destroyed
For evil they employed.

6. The LORD will swallow them inire,
And fire will soon consume them.
Yes, with their seed, you’lldoom them
And cause themwholly to expire.
Though mischiefthey may plot,
Successful they are not.

7. For you will put themall to flight.
Your arrows they’ll befacing
When you your bow arebracing.
LORD, be exalted in Thy might.
Thy praiseswe will voice,
And in Thy power rejoice.
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2. Yet Thou art holy, God ofIsrael!
Enthroned onhigh, Thou dost midstpraises dwell.
Whatever to our fathersonce befell,
In Thee theytrusted.
This trust in Thee hast Thou with grace rewarded:
Thou hast tothem deliverance accorded
And safety by Thy strong right hand afforded
Whene’er they cried!
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3. But I, I am a worm, and not a man.
I am despised and scorned byeveryone.
They stare and mock at me; whoever can
Shows his derision.
“From God the LORD his cause he would notsever;
Let then theLORD,” they say, “be his Deliverer
And rescue him, if truly He did ever
Delight in him!”

4. Yet from the womb Thou, LORD, hastbeen my rest,
And kept me safe upon mymother’s breast;
Upon Thee, from my birth on,I was cast,
My God andKeeper!
Thou eversince the day my motherbore me
Hastbeen myGod. O wilt Thou then restore me
And in all trouble be my help before me:
None else can help!

5. Bulls that encompass me tokill, abound.
Strongbulls of Bashan me, inrage, surround.
They open wide their mouth atme and sound
Like roaring lions.
See how likewater all my strength isgoing;
My bones areout of joint, my heart (fearshowing)
Like melted wax within my bodyflowing
Is sore distressed.

6. My strength is also withered and thereby
My tongue fromlack of moistureis parched dry.
The dust of death has now comevery nigh;
Yea, dogs surround me.
I suffer from the evildoers’ smiting;
They pierced myhands and feet; they gloat and,chiding,
Among themselves my garments are dividing
By casting lots.
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8. I to my brethren of ThyName will tell,
And praise Theein the midst ofIsrael.
From him who fears the LORD letpraises swell
In the assembly.
Let all the sons of Jacob sing Thyglory,
And let all Israel stand in awe before Thee,
For Thou hast not despised me nor abhorred me
In my distress.
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9. O LORD, Thouhast not hid from me Thy face,
But when Icried hast shown tome Thy grace.
So hast Thou given ampleroom for praise
Among Thypeople.
My vows Ipay before all those whofear Him,
For the afflicted eats since God didhear him.
All those that seek Him surely shall revere Him
And live for aye.

10. The ends of all the earth recall His grace
And, turning to the LORD, will seek His face.
All families from everytribe and race
Shall bow before Him.
The kingdomsare the LORD’s own habitations
And He alone rules over all the nations;
The proud of heart shall offer invocations
And to Him bow.

11. Both high andlow before Hismajesty,
All those thatturn to dust, will bow the knee;
And he whose own strength cannotkeep him free
From death andruin.
A seed shallserve Him, and each generation
In time tocome shall hear of His salvation;
The unborn, too, will hear the proclamation
Of what He wrought.
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2. Thoughin death’svalley, lonely and forsaken,
I am by gloom and shadows overtaken,
I fear noevil: Thou art evernear me
And in my grief and sorrow Thou dosthear me.
Thy rod andstaff, O God of my salvation,
Shall comfortme in all my tribulation.

3. Thy bounteoustableThou dost spread before me;
My foes look on while Thou dost so restore me.
My head Thouhast with soothing oil anointed;
My cup runsover, for Thou hast appointed
Goodness andmercy to forsake me never,
And in Thy house, LORD, I shall dwell forever.
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2. Who shall ascend the hill of God,
Stand in His holy place, andlaud
The LORD, who lives and reigns forever?
He who withstands the wicked’s lure,
Who has clean hands, whose heart is pure,
Who keeps his oaths and does not waver.

3. Rich blessings shall be hisreward,
And vindication from theLORD,
Who is the Rock of his salvation.
Such are themen who seekthe face
Of Jacob’s God, sorich in grace.
From Him is all their expectation.
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5. Lift up your heads, you archand gate;
O ancient doors, rise up andwait;
Let Him come in, the King ofglory.
Who is that King, in glory great?
The LORD of hosts, Himwe await.
The LORD, He is the King ofglory!
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2. Show Thou untome, Thy servant,
All Thy ways and teach Thou me,
So that, by ThySpirit guided,
Clearly I Thy paths may see.
In Thy truth wilt Thou meguide,
Teach me,God of my salvation;
All the day for Thee I bide,
LORD, with eager expectation.
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4. He, the LORD, isgood and upright
In His dealingsevermore.
Sinners are byHim instructed
In the way untrod before.
He will ever guide the meek
In His judgments true andholy,
Teach His ways to those whoseek
With a contrite heart andlowly.
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5. All the paths theLORD haschosen
Speak of truth andmercies pure
Unto such askeep His covenant
And His testimony sure.
For the glory of ThyName,
Pardon, LORD, my evil-doing;
Grievous though my sin and shame,
Hear my cry, Thy love renewing.

6. Who, then, fears theLORD sincerely
Walking with Him day by day?
God will lead himsafely onward,
Guide him in thechosen way.
Then at ease his soul shallrest,
In the LORD his God confiding;
And his children shall beblest,
Safely in the land abiding.

7. To His people,who revere Him,
Has the LORD His friendship shown,
And He will to all who fear Him
Make His steadfastcovenant known.
With a confidence complete,
Toward the LORD my eyes are turning.
From the net He’ll pluck my feet;
He will not despise myyearning.

8. Turn to me andshow Thy favour;
I am lonely and distressed.
From my troublesme deliver;
Save me,for I am oppressed.
Heal the sorrows of myheart
And regardmy life as precious.
Thou who my Delivererart,
Bring me out of my distresses.
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10. Guardmy life, O gracious Saviour;
Come, I pray, deliver me,
Lest my head withshame be covered,
For my refuge is in Thee.
Trusting in Thy power supreme,
LORD, I wait for Thy salvation;
God, come quickly to redeem
Israel from tribulation.
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2. O LORD, intruth enshrined,
Test Thou my heart andmind,
Prove all my ways, examineme.
Let me not fall andperish;
Thy steadfast love I cherish,
I walk in faithfulness toThee.

3. With fools I do notsit,
I hate the hypocrite
And evildoers’company.
My seat I’ve nevertaken
With men who have forsaken
The path of truth, made known byThee.
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5. Thy praise I will record.
I love Thy house, O LORD,
The place whereall Thy glories dwell.
O let my voice not falter
When I before Thyaltar
The wonders of Thy might retell.

6. Sweep Thou me not away
With those who disobey
Thy holy law of truth and light,
With men of blood andscoffers
And with the man who offers
His bribes to lure the weak from right.
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7. But I shall walk withThee
Who vindicatestme.
My foot standsfirm on level ground;
In the great congregation
I bless the LORD’s salvation;
In praise of Him I shall abound.
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3. My head shallI lift up now with rejoicing
Above thehostile forces round about,
And in His tent, my jubilation voicing,
My sacrifice I’ll bring with joyful shouts.
I will extol the steadfastlove of God
And with melodious hymns His mercylaud.
O hear me, LORD, when I cryout to Thee;
Show me Thy grace and favour, answer me!
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4. “Seek ye My face.” O LORD, so Thou hast spoken,
And in response my heart saysunto Thee,
“Thy count’nance do I seek in prayer unbroken.”
Do not, O LORD, now hide Thyface from me.
In anger turn Thy servantnot away,
Thou who hast ever been my help andstay.
Forsake me not, for I onThee rely;
O God of my salvation,hear my cry!

5. My fatherand my mother may forsake me:
The LORD is faithful and Hishelp is sure.
Teach me Thy way. O LORD and Saviour,take me,
Lead me on pathways leveland secure,
For evildoers lie inwait for me.
Hand me not over to their tyranny.
False witnesses against mestill arise;
They breathe out malice and abusive lies.

6. How I would have despaired in my affliction
If I had not believed thatin this life
The LORD would show His goodness, His protection;
I would have perished in mytears and strife.
Wait for the LORD; be strong and undismayed.
The LORD is faithful. Why then be afraid?
Takecourage, for His steadfastlove is sure.
Wait for the LORD; His mercy shall endure.
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2. Take me not off with those whohate Thee,
Who with their treachery await me,
My enemies who boast and bluster
When for their evil worksthey muster.
To neighbours words of peace they feign,
But in their hearts their misdeedsreign.

3. According to their works requite them,
According to their evilsblight them.
Give them their due reward and render
His handiwork to the offender.
The works of God thosefoes ignore;
He’ll break them down, build them nomore.
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4. Blest be the LORD of my salvation,
For He has heard my supplication.
He is my strength, my shield forever;
I trust in Him, He fails me never.
So I am helped. Exult, my heart,
To Him your joyful songs impart.

5. The LORD shall be our strength andpower;
A saving refuge and a tower
Is He for whom He has anointed
And for those as His heirs appointed.
Be Thou their Shepherdand their Ward,
And carry them forever,LORD.
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2. Cedars shatter,forests fall,
Mountains shudder at Hiscall.
Like a calf leaps Lebanon,
Like a wild-ox Sirion.
God’s voice,flames from heavenflashing,
And His thunders loudly crashing
Shake thewilderness, andbroken
Lie its oaks when He hasspoken.
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3. Thunders roar and lightnings glare,
God’s voice strips the forestbare.
In His temple they allcry:
“Glory to the LORD onhigh!”
He for whom the nationsshiver
Founds Histhrone on flood andriver.
May the LORD give strength andpower,
Peace upon His peopleshower.
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3. His anger will not long endure,
His favour all your life is sure.
Though there be weepingfor a night,
Joy comes to greetthe morning light.
The LORD will change the dark ofsorrow
To song and laughter onthe morrow.

4. In my prosperity I thought
My work wouldnever come tonought,
Unmindful that butby Thy grace
I like a mountain held my place.
When Thou didst hide Thy face Istumbled;
I was dismayed, by troubles humbled.
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5. LORD, unto Thee I called in prayer,
Well of my foolish pride aware;
I cried, “Of what avail is it
If I go down into the Pit?
Shall ever dust with songs adore Thee,
Declare Thy faithfulnessand glory?

6. “Hear Thou me as I seek Thyface;
LORD, be myHelper, grant Thygrace.”
My grief hast Thou todancing turned.
The sackcloth that my pride had earned
Hast Thou putoff; Thou dost withgladness
Now gird me after daysof sadness.

7. Now shall my heart sing praise to Thee:
Gone is the grief that silencedme.
I may, delivered from despair,
Now laud Thy Name in song and prayer.
Forever, LORD, my God andSaviour,
Will I give thanks for Thygreat favour.
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2. O LORD, come quickly to my rescue;
Be Thou my rock and tower.
To save me show Thypower;
Thou art my rock and mighty fortress.
Be Thou my Guide andheed me,
And for Thy Name’s sake lead me.

3. Out of the net that theyhave hidden
Set Thou mefree, I pray.
O LORD, do not delay.
Into Thyhands I give my spirit;
I’m ransomed by Thyfavour,
LORD, God of truth, mySaviour!
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4. I hate all those by whomvain idols
Are worshippedand adored,
For I trust in theLORD.
I will be glad and sing Thypraises,
My exultation voicing
While in Thy love rejoicing.

5. Thou, seeing my distress and anguish,
Hast come toset me free,
Didst not deliver me
Into the hands of those whohate me.
Thou hast set, LORD sogracious,
My feet in spaciousplaces.

6. In my affliction, LORD,show mercy.
My eyes aredimmed with grief;
My soul yearns for relief;
My life is spent in pain andsorrow.
See how my strength isfailing,
For I am weak andailing.

7. I am the scorn of allmy haters;
My neighboursjest and jeer;
Friends flee from me infear.
I have become a brokenvessel;
I’m like the dead, neglected,
Forgotten and rejected.

8. I hear the slander allaroundme;
Fear stands onevery side,
And many me deride.
Against mylife they are conspiring;
Their hatred is unbounded.
By plots I am surrounded.
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10. Make Thou Thy face to shineupon me;
Let me notsuffer shame,
For I call on Thy Name.
But let my foes with shame be covered;
Let those who me surrounded
Go to the grave dumbfounded.

11. Let lying lips be dumband speechless,
For with contempt and pride
Thy servant they deride.
Hear how my haters, bold andhaughty,
With joy to evil pander,
How they the righteousslander!
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12. O how abundant is Thy goodness,
Which is reserved for all
Who fear Thee and recall
What Thou hastdone for those whoserve Thee,
And all who have oppressed them
Shall see that Thou hastblessed them.

13. Thouin the shelter ofThy presence
Securely hidest them
From the intrigues ofmen;
They find a refuge in Thy dwelling
Far from all strife andslander,
For Thou art their Defender.

14. I praise Thee, LORD, for allThy mercy,
Thy wondrouslove for me.
I felt cut off fromThee
When foes besieged me like a city,
But Thou in tribulation
Didst hear my supplication.

15. O love the LORD, all youHis people!
The faithful He will spare,
The proud He’ll give their share.
Be strong andlet your heart takecourage.
His own He will deliver;
He will forsake younever.
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2. When I kept silent, sinful ways condoning,
I pined away through my incessantgroaning.
Thy hand weigheddown on me in my deceit;
My strength wassapped as by thesummer’s heat.
To Thee, OGod of justice and compassion,
I then atlast acknowledged my transgression.
I said, “I will confess my sins toThee,”
And all my guilt Thou hast forgiven me.
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3. Let all the godly when they grieve andsuffer
To Thee, OLORD, their supplicationsoffer.
Surely whenfloods of mighty waters rise,
They shall notreach him who on Thee relies.
Thou art a hiding-place for those whoserve Thee;
Thou, mightyGod, from trouble dost preserve me.
Songs of deliv’rance everywhere resound:
Thou me withgreat rejoicing dost surround.

4. I will instruct you, with my aid provide you,
And in theway that you should go willguide you.
My counselwill be ever at yourside,
And, keepingwatch, Iwill with you abide.
Be not a fool, who has no understanding;
Do not behave like horse or mule, depending
On bit and bridle to control theircourse;
They disobey unless restrained by force.

5. With many woes the wicked are afflicted,
But he whotrusts in God is well protected;
Him will the LORD with steadfast love surround.
Those who revere Him are with mercy crowned.
Be glad, O righteous, in the LORD rejoicing;
Exult in Him, your jubilation voicing,
For light and life He will to you impart.
Now shout for joy, you men ofupright heart.
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2. He by His word has made theheavens;
Their host appeared byHis decree.
He gathered in His storehousechambers
The waters of thedeepest sea.
Let the earth revere Him,
And its peoplesfear Him.
God spoke, and ’twas done.
He set all creation
Firm on its foundation.
Praise Him, everyone!

3. God brings to nought the nations’ counsel;
He frustrates all thepeoples’ plans.
The LORD is steadfast in Hispurpose;
For evermore Hiscounsel stands.
Blessed with His salvation
Is His chosen nation,
For He is their LORD.
Freed from all oppression,
They are His possession.
Let Him beadored!

4. The LORD looks from His heavenlydwelling
And He beholds thehuman race;
The earth and all its population
He sees from that exalted place.
He knows everynation;
All are His creation,
And their hearts He moulds.
’Tis the LORD whoever
Sees all their endeavour;
He their worksbeholds.
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6. Our soul awaits the great Redeemer;
Our help and shield, Himwe acclaim.
Our hearts rejoice in Him andglory,
For we trust in Hisholy Name.
So we humblypray Thee,
Let Thy steadfastmercy,
LORD, upon us be,
And in love deliver
Us, Thy flock, forever,
As we hopein Thee.
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2. I sought the LORD in prayer;
He heard my cry and answered me.
From all my worries and my fears
The LORD has set me free.
Thosewho on Him rely
Will neverhang their heads inshame.
When this poor man implored Hisaid,
The LORD deliveredhim.
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3. The Angelof the LORD
Always encamps around all those
Who fear Him andexalt His Name;
God saves themfrom their woes.
O come, then, taste andsee
That He, theLORD, is good andjust.
Blest is theman who turns toHim
And puts in Him his trust.

4. All you whoare His saints,
Revere the LORD and worship Him,
For those who fearHim have no want;
He richly blesses them.
Though lions may growfaint
And pangs ofhunger may endure,
Those seekingHim lack no goodthing;
In Him they rest secure.

5. Come, children,hear my voice;
You I will teach tofear the LORD.
Who is the mandesiring life,
Its pleasuresand rewards?
Keep then your tongue fromwrong
And let your lips no falsehoodspeak.
Depart from evil and dogood;
True peaceand concord seek.

6. The LORD fromheaven above
Regards the righteouswith His eyes,
And when they callon Him, His ears
Are opento their cries.
But evildoersall
The angerof the LORD mustface;
He cuts them off, and from theearth
Their nameHe will erase.
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8. The righteousman may grieve;
He many troublesmay endure.
The LORD will freehim from themall;
His help is ever sure.
Why should he then despair?
God keeps hisbones from injury;
Not one ofthem will come toharm,
For great and good is He!
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9. Their countlessevil deeds
Will slay the wickedin the end.
All those who hatethe righteousones
He’ll to perdition send.
The LORD redeems thelife
Of those whoserve and honourHim;
All who in Him their refugetake
He never will condemn.
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2. Let them be putto scorn and shame
Who seek mylife and me defame.
Let them be turned back and confounded
Who harass me, by whom I’mhounded.
Foiled be the mischief they intend.
Be they like chaff before the wind,
And let the Angel of theLORD
Pursue themwith His glittering sword.
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3. Theirway be slippery, dark with woe,
The Angelof the LORD their foe.
A net to snare me they hadhidden.
Hadst Thou not, LORD, their ruse forbidden,
They would have caught me in theirpit.
May they themselves fall intoit.
Let ruin seize them unawares;
May their ownnet themselves ensnare.

4. Then shall my soulin God rejoice,
And praise Himwith a thankfulvoice.
I shall delight with exultation
In His deliverance and salvation.
I shall exclaim, “Who is likeThee,
O LORD, who dost deliverme,
With all the weak and those inneed,
From our oppressor’s strength andgreed?”

5. Malicious witnesses arise;
They questionme and utter lies.
With evil they for good repay me;
I am perplexed. They seek to slay me.
Yet I was grieved when they weresick;
Their sorrows hurt me to the quick.
I went insackcloth, I did fast;
I bowed inprayer, with eyes downcast.

6. My heart was sadas for a friend,
I mourned, my mantleI did rend
As one who sorrows for abrother,
And who with grief laments hismother.
But when I stumbled they rejoiced;
They gathered, all their hate theyvoiced,
And wretcheswhom I did notknow
Mocked me andgloried in my woe.
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8. O LORD, let notmy lying foes
Wink at eachother o’er mywoes.
Wrong is the hatred which theycherish;
Let them before Thy presenceperish.
They speak no peace, deceit they’veplanned
Against the quiet in theland.
They openwide their mouth andlie.
“Our eyes haveseen it all,” they cry.
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9. O LORD, Thou hastobserved this all;
Be Thou notsilent, heed mycall.
Stand not afar, be my Defender.
Bestir Thyself, wake up andrender
Unto my haters sevenfold
Their evil and the lies theytold.
LORD, vindicate me, grant redress
According to Thy righteousness.

10. Let them not say, “Yes, we have won,
We’ve swallowedhim, heis undone!”
Let shame and great confusionhumble
Those who are happy when Istumble,
And make dishonour the reward
Of those who rise against Thee, LORD.
Before Theelet not those abide
Who boast against me in their pride.

11. Let those rejoicewith shout and song
Who for my vindication long,
And let them praise with happyvoices
The LORD, who in my good rejoices.
Then shall mytongue, saved from distress,
Tell of Thy faithful righteousness;
Then shall I laud with word andsong
Thy praise andjustice all day long.
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2. Thy love and faithfulness extend
Wherever Thou to heaven’send
Thy righteous sceptrewieldest.
Thy judgment is a secretdeep,
Thy justice like God’s mountainssteep,
And man and beast Thoushieldest.
Of Thy great mercy heavensings
For in the shadow of Thywings
No son of man shallperish.
Thou shalt them to Thy feasts invite,
They drink from streams of Thy delight,
Thy precious love they cherish.

3. Life’s fountain is, O LORD, with Thee,
And in Thy light the light wesee;
Let right and mercytarry
With them who fear Thy faithfulName;
Put Thou the enemies to shame,
Let all their schemes miscarry.
Save Thou me for Thy mercy’ssake,
Let not the proud me overtake,
Nor from Thy covenantsever.
O people, praise your God andsee
The workers of iniquity
Who are cast down forever!
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2. Delight yourself in God and He’ll deliver
All your desires as from His holyheight.
Commit your ways to Him. The LORD willever
Bring forth your vindication as thelight;
He will reward all your upright endeavour
And, as thenoonday, let your cause shinebright.

3. Rest in the LORD with patient expectation;
Envy nothim who prospers in hisway,
Whose evil schemes have gained him wealth andstation.
Yield neverto resentment and dismay;
Forsake your wrath, refrain from all vexation,
Lest sin andevil in your life holdsway.
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4. All those who hope in God shall with elation
Possess theland. Heis their help and stay.
The evildoer,to his consternation,
Shall be cutoff; the LORD will not delay.
If you should seek his former habitation,
You’ll find nomore than ashes and decay.

5. The humble shall possess the land forever,
Delighting in the peace within theirgates.
The wickedmay pursue with bow andquiver
Or gnash theirteeth at them in angryhate.
The LORD sees them and laughs at their endeavour,
For He hasset the day of their defeat.

6. The wicked draw the broad sword of oppression
And bend their bows to bring the needydown,
To slay theupright by their bold aggression,
But they will merelyhurt themselves alone.
Their bows are broken by God’s intercession,
Their base designs completely overthrown.

7. The little that the just possess intoken
Exceeds thewealth of evil men whostray.
The arms ofall the wicked shall be broken
But God upholds the blameless in theirway.
He knows their days and verily has spoken,
Awarding them their heritage foraye.

8. They are not put to shame in time oftrouble
And in the days of famine they shalleat.
But, be assured, the ruthless and ignoble,
All who oppose the LORD, shall see defeat
And fade away as smoke of burningstubble,
Consumed before His anger’s flamingheat.
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10. When in his steps he falters and is shaken,
The LORD Himself will grasp him by thehand.
I once was young, age now its toll has taken,
But always God the righteous did defend.
Indeed, I’ve never seen him left forsaken
Nor his descendants begging in the land.

11. Day in, day out, he’s bountiful inlending;
His children, too, have many goods in store.
Depart, then,from the paths to eviltending;
So you will dwell in peace for evermore.
But our just LORD, His godly ones defending,
Upon theseed of foes His wrath willpour.
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12. The righteous man to wisdom gives expression;
His tongue speaksjustice, showing what isright.
Within his heart, God’s law is his possession.
His walk will never wander from its light
Though evil men may aim at his oppression;
They seek to slay the righteous day andnight.

13. The LORD His upright servant will deliver,
Not let him by his judges be condemned.
Wait for theLORD and keep His way withfervour;
He will exalt you to possess theland.
The wicked you will see cut off forever
Because theirsure destruction is athand.

14. I’ve seen a wicked man, in all hispower,
Spread out hisbranches like a nativetree.
But then hefell asgrass before themower
And soon notrace of him was left to see.
Al though I tried to find this evildoer,
I searched invain: forever gone washe.

15. Observe the upright and the just consider;
There is a future for the man ofpeace.
Transgressorsshall be wiped out altogether;
The line of their posterity shall cease.
Then shall the just rejoice with one another
And sing for their abundance of increase.

16. The LORD salvation on the just willshower;
He is their shelter in the time ofstress.
He will preserve them by His strength andpower,
Protect themfrom the hosts of wickedness.
Beneath His wings they refuge will discover,
For they rely on Him to save andbless.
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2. Thou hast of all strength bereft me;
Healthhas left me,
And Thywrath is mydespair;
My iniquities distress me
And oppress me;
They are more thanI can bear.

3. All my wounds are foul andreeking;
Ever weakening,
I am utterly bowed down.
Bitter fruits of folly reaping,
I go weeping,
For my vigour is all gone.
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4. I am crushed and numb withanguish
As I languish,
And I groan in misery.
Thou dost hear my mournfulcrying,
And my sighing
Is not hidden,LORD, from Thee.

5. How my pounding heart isstraining;
Strength is waning,
And myeyes are failing me.
I am by my friends neglected
And rejected;
Kinsmensee myplague and flee.

6. Those wholie in wait tosnare me
Will not spare me
All the mischief theydevise.
Seeming deaf and dumb before them,
I ignore them
And I offer no replies.

7. Thou, O LORD my God, wilthear me
And be near me;
Thou, OLORD, wilt heedmy voice.
Though my foot may slip andwaver,
Show Thy favour
And let not myfoes rejoice.

8. I am prone to fall or stumble,
And I tremble,
Thinkingof my grief and pain.
I acknowledge my transgression
In confession,
Deeply troubledby my sin.
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10. LORD, forsake me not buthear me;
Be Thounear me
As my help and shield,I pray.
Hasten to my aid, O Saviour;
Show Thy favour.
O my God, donot delay.
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2. Then did myheart grow hot with fieryblaze.
I cried, “Make meto know my end:
O LORD, reveal the measure of mydays.
Thou as mere handbreadths didst extend
My span offleeting days, sofrail and light.
It is asnothing in Thy sight.

3. “Surely a man is nothing but a breath;
He as a shadow goes his way.
Surely in vain he struggles till hisdeath:
He piles up riches while he may,
Not knowingwho will later gather them.
His striving will not profit him.
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5. “Remove fromme the chastisement Ifear,
Lest I should perish through Thy wrath.
At Thy rebukes, that which a man holdsdear
Will fade and shrivel like a moth.
For man ismerely breath andvanity;
Yea, like a puff of wind is he.

6. “Hear Thou mycry, give ear to my request;
O LORD, do not my tears ignore.
For I with Thee am but a passing guest,
As all my fathers were before.
O turn away from me Thywatchful eye,
And give mejoy before I die.”
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3. No sacrifice didst Thou, O LORD, require;
Thou gavest me anopen ear.
Then I said, “Lo, I now appear;
To do Thy will, O God, ismy desire.
Take Thou my life andmould it.
I come, the book foretold it;
‘Tis written in its roll.
Thy will is my delight;
I cherishday and night
Thy law in heart andsoul.”

4. Before thecongregation I profess
The love and truth Thouhast revealed;
My lips, O LORD, Ihave not sealed;
My heart did not conceal Thyrighteousness.
For everywhere I’vespoken,
Of faithfulness unbroken,
Of blessings from above.
The great assembly heard
Of Thy trustworthy word
And of Thy steadfastlove.

5. Do not withhold Thymercy and Thy grace;
Preserve me by Thy steadfast love
And let Thy truth, shownfrom above,
Uphold me ever, LORD, before Thy face.
For evils do surround me;
My many misdeedshound me
Till I no more can see.
My sins, Ido confess,
Are almost numberless;
My heart is failingme.
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7. May those whoseek Thee in Thy love rejoice
And may they all beglad in Thee.
Yes, may they say continually,
“Great is the LORD,” praise Him withheart and voice.
I may be poor andneedy,
But yet my God willheed me;
The LORD takes thought forme.
Thou art my help and stay;
My God donot delay.
I put my trust inThee!
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2. I said, “O LORD, be graciousunto me,
Heal me, my sins are great.”
In malice speak my enemiesof me,
And for mydeath they wait.
My visitor says emptywords, O God,
With mischief in hisheart.
When he goes out, he tells it all abroad,
Rejoicingwhen I smart.

102

&
b

b

˙
˙

œ œ

How blest is

˙
˙

he who

œ
œ
˙

will re-gard

˙
œ

the poor:

b

b

œ
œ œ œ

He shall for - ev-

œ# ˙

er stand.

Ó

b

b

˙

˙

In trou-

˙b
œ

œ

bled days the

œ ˙

LORD makes

˙
œn

œ

him en-dure:

b

b

œ œ
œ

Blest is he
˙
˙

in the
˙

land.

Ó

b

b

˙
œ
œ

His en- e-
˙

˙

mies de-

œ œ ˙b

mand his life

˙
œ

in vain,

b

b

œ
œ
œ

œ

Though he be near

œ
˙

death’s door.

Ó

b

b
˙

˙

The LORD

˙ œ
œ

sus - tains him

œ
œ

˙

on his bed

˙
œ

of pain:

b

b

œb œ
œ

His health Thou

˙
˙

shalt re-
W

store.

PSALM 41

Geneva, 1551

1.

1



3. My enemies, with hatred fierce and grim,
All whisper in disdain,
“A deadly thing has gotten hold of him,
He will not rise again.”
See how mybosom friend, whomI did trust,
With whom I shared mybread,
Has turned against me, showinghis disgust,
And slanderoustales has spread.

4. But Thou, OLORD, be graciousunto me;
Let me their ill requite.
By this I know that Thouart pleased with me:
My foes areput to flight.
Forever in Thy presenceI shall dwell,
Upheld by Thee again.
Blest be the LORD, the God ofIsrael,
From age to age! Amen.
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2. Bitter tears of lamentation
Are my food by night and day.
In my deep humiliation
“Where is now your God?” they say.
Oh, my soul’s poured out in me,
When I bring to memory
How the throngs I would assemble,
Shouting praises in Thy temple.
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3. O my soul, why are yougrieving,
Why disquieted in me?
Hope in God, your faith retrieving:
He will still your refuge be.
I again shall laud Hisgrace
For the comfort of His face:
He will show His help andfavour,
For He is my Godand Saviour.

4. From the land beyond the Jordan,
With my soul castdown in me,
From Mount Mizar and MountHermon
I will yet remember Thee.
As the waters plunge andleap,
Deep re-echoes untodeep;
All Thy waves and billowsroaring
O’er my troubled soularepouring.

5. But the LORD will send salvation,
And by day His love provide.
He shall be my exultation,
And my song at eventide.
On His praisee’en in the night
I will ponder with delight,
And in prayer, transcendingdistance,
Seek the God of myexistence.

6. I will say to God, myfortress,
“Why hastThou forgotten me?
Why mustI proceed insadness,
Hounded by the enemy?”
Their rebukesand scoffing words
Pierce my bones like pointedswords,
As theysay with proud defiance,
“Where is God, your firm reliance?”
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2. Thou art my stronghold from oppression,
O why thenhastThou cast meoff?
Why let my foes with theiraggression
Causeme suchmourning and depression?
See how they gatherround to scoff
And at my woes tolaugh.

3. Send forth, O LORD of my salvation,
Thy light and truth to be my guide;
O let their rays, in myprivation,
Lead me unto Thy habitation,
Where ‘neath Thy wing I’llbe supplied
With grace Thou wilt provide.
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5. My soul, why are you sad andgrieving,
Whyso oppressedwith anxious care?
Hope yet in God, His Wordbelieving;
For, light and joy from Him receiving,
I’ll praise His Name again and laud
My Helper and my God.
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2. But Thy right hand, Thy arm somighty,
The radianceof Thy face thatbrightly
Shines on the race of Thy delight.
Thou art my King,my God, whosemight
No foes ofJacob can oppose.
Thou art our God, Thou shalt notfail us;
Through Thee we overwhelm our foes
And trampledown all who assail us.
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4. Yet Thou hastcast off and abased us,
In battle have our foes disgraced us.
We go to war, but withoutThee,
And from our foeswe shrink and flee.
Our enemies spoilus withmirth;
Thou madest us like sheep forslaughter,
And hast dispersed uso’er the earth.
O LORD, weare poured out likewater.
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5. O LORD, Thoudost no more uphold us,
And for a trifle Thou hastsold us.
Thou madest us our neighbours’taunt,
Who us with scorn and mockery haunt.
O God, we are inthis our fall
A byword now among thenations,
The laughingstock ofpeoples all,
A shame among ourgenerations.

6. O LORD, whyare we thus forsaken?
When shalt Thouto my help awaken?
For all day long I know disgrace,
And shame has covered, LORD, my face.
By day and night I have tohear
The voice of taunter and ofscoffer;
My foe and my avenger sneer
And scorn andinsult do theyoffer.

7. All this reviling, LORD, befell us,
Though in Thy service we werezealous.
True to Thy covenant arewe
And we have notforgotten Thee.
Our heart turnednot from Thy command,
Our steps did from Thy ways notwander.
But Thou hast crushed usby Thy hand
And coveredus with gloom andslander.

8. Had we theName of God neglected
And statuesfor strange gods erected,
God would have seen it long ago.
There are no thoughtsHe does not know.
O LORD, forThy sake we areslain;
We are like sheep, prepared forslaughter,
And all day long wecall in vain;
Thy hatersravish Zion’s daughter!
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2. O mightyone, ourhero and defender,
Gird on yoursword, ride forth in pomp andsplendour
To execute true sentenceand to speak
Just judgment, shielding all thepoor and weak.
Let your right hand teach you dread deeds of power:
Sharp are your arrows, humbled nationscower
Beneath your feet; they fear yourterror’s sway,
The courageof the king’s foesmelts away.
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4. Thequeen, arrayed in Ophir’s gold, isseated
At your right hand, by noble womengreeted.
O daughter,hear the words mymouth avows:
Forget your people and yourfather’s house;
So will the king desire your beauty’ssplendour.
He is your lord, to him your homagerender.
The men of Tyre, your favourcoveting,
Shall with therichest men giftsto you bring.
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5. In the king’s palace honour shall await her,
The daughterof a king; her maids arrayed her
In cloth-of-gold and rich embroidery
To meet the king in glorious pageantry;
And greetedwith the noise of great rejoicing,
Her train of virgins joy and gladnessvoicing
As they are entering the palace gate,
Her escortleads herto theking in state.

6. You shall havesons, O king, and you shallcall them
In place oftheir forefathers to install them,
To hand tothem your sceptre’smight and worth,
To make them rulers overall the earth.
Your name Iwill make known among thenations
And celebrated in all generations;
They will remember you andsing your praise
Forever and forever, all their days.
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2. Thereis a river which isbringing
To God’s own city joy and singing.
The holy house ofGod Most High
Is in her midst; Hehears her cry.
In her the LORD His place hastaken;
Therefore she never will beshaken.
At early dawn herGod will hear
And to her help Hewill appear.
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3. The nations rage, the kingdomstremble,
The heathen who for war assemble.
When God but speaks, goneis their worth;
His fearful angermelts the earth.
By mighty enemies assaulted,
We trust in Him, so high exalted.
The LORD of hosts ison our side:
With Jacob’s God we safely hide.

4. Come, see the works which all around us
The LORD has done and which astound us:
The desolationsHe has wrought,
The victories Hisarm has brought.
The bows He breaks, the spear Heshatters;
Their shields on fire, our foes arescattered.
The proudest kings Heoverturns;
With fire He all theirchariots burns.

5. “Be still and know, all you whobide Me,
That I am God, and none beside Me.
I am exalted, and My might
Makes haughty nationsflee in fright.
In all the earth I am exalted;
By Me your enemies arehalted!”
The LORD of hosts ison our side:
With Jacob’s God wesafely hide.

117

PSALM 46



2. God has gone on high with a joyful cry;
Hosts with trumpet soundmake His praise abound.
Sing ye praise to God,tell His fame abroad,
Take a psalm and shout, let His praise ring out,
Lift your voice and singglory to our King;
He is Lord of earth,magnify His worth.

3. Praise His majestyunderstandingly;
God is King aloneon His holy throne,
Issues His commandsto all heathenlands.
Lo, their princes all gather at Hiscall:
His the shields of earth, His the power, theworth;
He, the God on high,is our Helpernigh.
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3. As we haveheard, so have weseen
Here in the city, God’s domain,
Which He establishes forever.
The LORD of hosts forsakes itnever.
In Thy temple we have thought
On the peace Thy hand hasbrought,
And Thy steadfast love weponder.
As Thy Name, O God of wonder,
So Thy praise, Thy exaltation,
Reaches earth’s remotestnation.

4. Thy right handholds the victory;
Let Zion’s mount be glad in Thee!
Let Judah’s daughters with rejoicing
Thy judgments and Thy truth bevoicing.
Walk around her citadels,
Count her towers and crenelles,
See her walls, her strong foundations,
Tell the coming generations:
This is God, who leaves usnever;
He will be our Guide forever.
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2. In evil days why should mycourage fail,
Though wickedmen against me may prevail —
Those who in their possessions place theirtrust,
Who with their own greatriches are impressed?
None for his brother’s life can pay theprice,
Nor give to God a ransom to suffice.
From death’s decay man’s wealth can save himnever,
And it will not lethim live on forever.
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3. He surely sees that evenwise men die,
That foolish men cannot death’s power defy.
The grave’s darkpit will ever be theirhome,
Their dwelling for all ages yet tocome.
Al though togreat estates they give theirname,
They leave theirwealth for other men to claim.
For man, despite the riches he maycherish,
Cannot abide but, like the beasts, willperish.

4. Such is the fate of proud andfoolish men,
The end ofthose whopraise them for theirsin.
Into Sheol like sheep they headlongrun;
Their shepherd,Death, stands by to urge themon.
They all go down directly to thegrave;
From death’s corruption no one them cansave.
But God will pay my ransom and notleave me,
For He into His glory will receive me.

5. When any man grows rich, benot afraid,
Nor let his glory render you dismayed.
He will not take it with him when hedies;
On his possessions he in vain relies.
Thoughhe mayhere enjoy the praise of men,
He will not see the light of life again.
For man, despite the riches he maycherish,
Cannot abide but, like the beasts, willperish.
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2. Our God will not keep silent but speakout;
Devouring fire putsall His foes torout.
A mighty tempest round about Himswirls
WhenHe His summons at creation hurls.
The heav’ns above, the earth below shallhear Him
WhenHe givesjudgment to all those whofear Him.

3. “Go out andgatherat My high decree
My servants,who by sacrifice toMe
Have made withMe asteadfast covenant;
Those faithful ones, whom I My help shall grant.”
The heav’ns declare Thy justice with elation,
For God Himself is Judge and rules Hisnation.
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4. “My people,I will speak, and hear Mewell.
I testify against you, Israel.
I am theLORD, your God, whom you exalt.
With all your sacrifice I find no fault;
Your offerings are day and night before Me.
I hear whenyou with songs of praise adore Me.

5. “The bulls whichyou to Me, your God, devote
I do notneed; I do not want yourgoats.
The forestand its beasts are Mine alone,
The cattle on athousand hills I own;
All birds I know, I give them life andfeed them.
Could I not take allcreatures, should Ineed them?

6. “If I werehungry, why should you betold?
Mine are theearth, thesea, and all theyhold.
Shall I theneat your herds, your cattle’s flesh,
Or drink theblood of goats which you possess?
Am I a man to ask your bread andwater?
Must I be nourished with the beasts youslaughter?

7. “Bring God yoursacrifices in Hishouse,
And pay toHim, the LORD Most High, yourvows.
If days oftrouble or distress come near;
Then call on Me, for all your prayers I’ll hear
And will deliver you, My hand willsave you,
And you shallpraise Mefor the help Igave you.”

8. God says tothose whohold Him not inawe:
“What right haveyou still to recite My law,
The words whichyou about My covenantsay,
You wickedmen, who throw My words away?
When I rebuke you and of sin remind you,
Thenyou castall My warning words behind you.
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10. “These things you’ve done, and when I yet keptstill
You thought I was like you, in love withill,
But now I will rebuke you to your face,
And you will feel the sting of My disgrace.
Mark this, youwho forget all that God gave you,
Or I will rend you, and not one willsave you.

11. “Blest is theman whom sin cannot entice,
Who brings thanksgiving as his sacrifice
Unto My house, thatI his faith maysee.
That man is righteous,thus he honours Me;
To him who shuns the wrong ways of temptation,
That upright man Iwill show God’s salvation!”
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2. All my transgressionsdo I know within,
And all my sin is constantly before me.
Let Thy abundant mercy then restore me;
Against Thee, LORD, Thee only, did Isin.
I have committed evil in Thy sight;
I know thatThou art righteous in Thy dealings.
Thy sentence, LORD, is wholly justified,
Thy judgmentblameless, righteousness revealing.

127

&
˙

˙
œ œ

God, hear my

˙

˙

plea, be

œ œ

˙

mer-ci-ful

˙
˙

to me;

Ó

˙ œ œ

Treat me ac-
˙

˙

cord -ing
œ
œ

œ
œ

to Thy lov-ing -

˙#
˙

kind-ness.

Ó

˙
œ œ

Blot out my

˙
˙

mis- deeds,
œ

œ
œ
œ

done in sin -ful
˙ ˙

blind-ness,

Ó

˙
œ
œ

So that a -

˙
˙

gain Thy

œ
œ
œ œ

mer-cy I may

˙

see.

Ó

˙ œ œ

All my of -

˙
˙

fen-ces

œ œ
˙

in Thy grace

˙ ˙

for- give,

Ó

˙ œ œ

And wash a -

˙
˙

way the

œ
œ
œ

œ

guilt of my trans -

˙

˙

gres- sion,

Ó

˙
œ
œ

That I may

˙
˙

free from
œ

œ
˙

taint of e-
˙

˙

vil live;

Ó

˙
œ œ

LORD, from my

˙
˙

sin cleanse

œ
œ
œ

œ

me in Thy com -

˙ W

pas- sion.

PSALM 51

Strasbourg, 1539/Geneva, 1551

1.

1



4. O God, hideThou Thy face fromall my sins,
Blot out all my iniquities thatgrieve Thee.
Create inme a clean heart; do notleave me.
Renew myspirit, make it strong again.
O from Thypresence cast menot away;
Let nought me from Thy Holy Spirit sever.
Let joy of Thy salvation with me stay,
Uphold me with a willing spirit ever.
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5. Then to transgressors I will teach Thy ways,
And sinnerswill return to seek Thyfavour.
O LORD, mefrom bloodguiltiness deliver,
That I may sing aloud unto Thypraise.
Then unto Thee shallI my tribute bring,
O God ofmy salvation, my Deliv’rer.
LORD, openThou my lips, and I shall sing
My songs ofpraise to Thee, salvation’sGiver.

6. Thou, LORD, insacrifice hast no delight;
If I shouldwith oblations try to please Thee,
With my burntoff’rings seeking to appease Thee,
Then I would find no favour in Thysight.
One gift alone is pleasingin God’s eyes:
The contrite heart of one who has repented.
A brokenspirit Thou wilt not despise
When as asacrifice to Thee presented.

7. O God, behold Thy city from above;
Make Zion prosper, LORD, in Thy goodpleasure.
Safeguard Jerusalem, Thy pride andtreasure,
And build its walls in Thy unfailinglove.
Then off ’rings will find favour in Thy sight;
Thou wilt be pleased with sacrificesproffered.
In whole burnt off’rings Thou wilt then delight;
Thenon Thyaltar bullocks will beoffered.
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2. For you love evil more thanmerit
And lies more than the truth.
Sweet sounds yourvoice to all who hear it,
But though your tongue issmooth,
You love those words thatwill destroy,
And falsehoodis your joy.

3. But God will break you down forever
And tear you from your tent.
He will uproot all your endeavour;
Your cloak of lies He’ll rend.
Alive He’ll snatch youfrom the land
For all the ill you planned.
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4. The just shall see it and respect it,
And they shall laugh andsay,
“So this is he who has rejected
God as his strength andstay.
In vain he sought inwealth a hold
And trustedin his gold!”

5. But like an olive tree I’m growing,
Safein God’s house andcare.
His steadfastlove He is bestowing
On all who sojournthere.
I trust in Him forevermore;
His greatnessI adore.

6. Forever I will thank andpraise Thee;
It is Thy doing,LORD.
Upon a rock Thy hand hasraised me;
Thy glory I record.
Among the godlyI’ll pro claim:
Good is Thywondrous Name!
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2. The LORD looksdown from heaven’s holythrone
To see ifthere are any that actwisely.
O God, not one seeks Thee; they all despise Thee:
See how thesons of men, to evilprone,
Thy law disown.

3. Will evildoersnever understand?
As though theyate their bread, so those whohate Thee
Eat up my helpless people, who await Thee.
They do notpray, but evil they haveplanned
Throughout theland.

4. Seehow theytrembled, overwhelmed withfear;
They panickedand theirterror was unbounded.
Their bones God scattered; they were left confounded,
For He despised them. When they boast andjeer,
The LORD doeshear. 
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5. O Israel, you people of God’schoice,
That out of Zion might come your salvation!
When from their bondage God shall free His nation,
Let Jacobsing and Israel rejoice
With happyvoice.
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3. To Thee anoff’ring I will bring,
A freewill sacrifice tolaud Thee;
With songs ofjoy I will applaud Thee;
Thy Name is good: to Thee Ising.
For my Deliv’rer Thou hastbeen
From all the trouble round about me
And from my foes who hunt andflout me:
Triumphantly theirfall I’ve seen.
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2. Theshoutingsof my foes distress me,
My wickedenemies oppress me;
They bring metrouble and theycherish
In angry hate their enmity.
My heart is faint with misery;
In dread ofdeath andgrave Iperish.

3. Dismay andtremblingcome upon me,
And fear andterror have undone me;
I am alone, by all forsaken.
Were I a dove, with pinions blest,
I would fly off and be atrest,
No more bythreats and terrors shaken.
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5. Destroy theirplans; LORD, show nopity;
Confuse theirtongues, for in thecity
I noticeviolence and oppression.
Both day andnight their vice abounds
When on thewalls they make theirrounds.
The marketplace teems with transgression.

6. It is no foe who comes withtaunting,
For then Icould endure hisflaunting.
It is not that an adversary
Treats me withinsolence andpride,
For then fromhim I still could hide
And I would be on guard andwary.
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7. No, it is you whohave betrayed me
And who with ill for good repaid me,
My friend in whom I once confided,
With whom Ikept sweetcompany
And walked inGod’s housepleasantly,
But who nowwith my foes hassided.

8. Let death strikethem till they haveperished,
Those whom Ias my equalscherished;
Let them becaught in their ownerror;
Let them whonow against mestrive
Go down into Sheol alive,
Descend into theirgraves interror.

9. I cry to God; the LORD will save me.
I trust thepromise which Hegave me.
At noon, atevening, in the morning
I utter my complaint andmoan,
And He will hear me as I groan,
When traitors strike me without warning.

10. He saves me,though my foes areraging,
Out of the battle I am waging.
God will give ear, them He will humble;
He, high enthroned from days of old,
Will break myhaters’stranglinghold;
Because theykeep no law, they’ll stumble.

11. My friend appears now as a traitor,
A sleek-tonguedcovenant violator.
His speech was smoother still than butter,
Yet war was in his heart and mind;
His words wereswords, though soft andkind;
It was all feigned whathe didutter.
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13. But Thou, OGod, wilt vindicate us;
Thou wilt cast down the ones whohate us.
And in the lowest pit shall perish
The men ofblood and treacherousways.
They shall not live out half their days.
I trust in Thee, Thy Word I cherish.
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2. They seek toharm my just causeall day long,
And in their thoughts intend todo me wrong.
They band together in an evil throng;
They watch my steps and hound me.
As they havewaited for my life andbound me,
So recompense thosefoemen who surround me;
In wrath castdown the peoples who confound me,
O God, my Helperstrong.
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4. For this I know, that God is at my side.
In Him, whoseword I praise, Ido confide;
He heard myvoice when in my fears Icried.
The LORD is my Defender.
In God I trust, to Him my praise I render.
I do notfear, I trust His merciestender.
My foes shallflee whenHe appears insplendour.
Why fear then human pride?
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5. I must perform to Thee, O God, my vow;
Before Thythrone with grateful gifts I bow,
Thank-offerings I bring and I avow
That Thou from death didstsave me,
For in the book of life Thou didst engrave me.
Thou hast upheld me, foes could not enslave me,
So that I in the light of life Godgave me
May walk before Him now.

2. He’ll send from heav’n and save me as before,
Frustrating those who hound me evermore.
His steadfastlove will comfort me in sorrows
Though I liedown amid the lions’roar,
Mid enemies with teeth like spears andarrows.
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4. See how my heart is steadfast, O myGod;
I’ll make amelody unto Thylaud.
Awake, Oharp and lyre! Awake, myspirit!
I’ll rise at dawn Thy mercy to applaud,
To sing Thypraise that all mankind mayhear it.

5. Among the nations I will sing Thypraise
And give Theethanks, for wondrous are Thyways.
Unto theclouds extends Thy love unfailing;
Thy faithfulness outdistances ourgaze.
Shine forth Thyglory, everywhere prevailing!
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2. Right from their birth the wickedwander,
And from the womb theygo astray;
Deceit andfalsehood mark theirway.
Like serpent’s venom is theirslander;
They’re deaf likesnakes that stop theear
Lest they the charmer’svoice should hear.

3. God, break theteeth of those thatslaughter;
Repay them with theirvictims’ pangs;
Tear out theirsavage lion fangs.
O let them vanish like the waters
That over rocks and gravel pass;
Causethem to witheras the grass.
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5. Then will the righteous with rejoicing
Look on when God Hisvengeance shows;
They’ll bathe theirfeet inblood offoes,
And men will say, their gladnessvoicing,
“The righteoustheir reward will see:
There is a God ofequity.”
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2. Arouse Thyself and come tosave me,
LORD God of hosts, lest they enslave me,
For Thou art God ofIsrael,
Our stronghold and ourcitadel.
Awake topunish all the nations
That taunt Thee with their provocations;
Spare none of those whotreacherously
Plot evil and iniquity.
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4. But Thou, O LORD, dost laugh; Thypower
Derides the nations till theycower.
My Strength, I will singpraise to Thee,
My Fortress, to Thystrength I flee.
My God insteadfast love will meet me,
And with His help and merciesgreet me.
In triumph He will let me see
The downfall of myenemy.
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5. Slay them not yet, lest those whohear me,
My people, should forget tofear Thee.
O God of power andgreat renown,
Cause them to totter,bring them down.
Let them behumbled and bebroken
For all the sins their mouths havespoken.
O LORD, our Shield, withwhom we hide,
Let them be trapped intheir own pride!

6. For all their lies, their evilcursing,
And for the hatred they are nursing,
O God, consume them,I implore,
Consume them till theyare no more.
Show them Thyanger,let themcower
Before Thy great and righteous power,
That men may know thatGod does reign
O’er Jacob and all earth’s domain.

7. Each evening they, like dogs thathowling
Through street and market place areprowling,
Return and look about for prey,
And everywhere theyseek and stray.
They roam for food about thecity;
Their ravenous hunger knows nopity.
They bark and bellow, loud and shrill,
And growl unless theyget their fill.

8. But I will sing, my haters scorning,
Thy steadfast mercies in themorning.
A fortress hast Thoubeen to me.
My Refuge, to Thyrock I flee
Whene’er myhaters’angerblazes.
My Strength, to Thee I will singpraises,
For God has heard mefrom above,
The God who shows me steadfast love.
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2. Afflicted withadversity,
We turn again, O God, to Thee.
Thou gavest us a cup of wrath
That sent us reeling on our path.
Yet Thou didstraise a bannerhigh
For those whoon Thy help rely.
Now rescueThy beloved nation.
O God, reply! Send us salvation.
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3. TheLORD spoke inHis holiness
And gave these steadfastpromises:
“Shechem and SuccothI’ll subdue,
Moab and Edom conquer too.
Manasseh’stribe belongs to me,
While Ephraimshall my helmetbe,
And Judahis my sceptreglorious;
In Palestine I’ll be victorious.”

4. Who will to me the stronghold show
And help me intoEdom go?
Are we cast off because of sin?
When wilt Thou leadour host again?
LORD, guide usas none other can,
For worthlessis the aid of man.
With God we’ll rise tobold endeavour,
For He will crush our foes forever.
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2. Lead Thou me, forI abide Thee;
Come and guide me
To the rock for me too high;
Thou my refuge, great inpower,
Art my tower
When the enemy is nigh.

3. Keep me in Thytent forever!
Leave menever!
Of Thy faithfulness Ising.
Oh, to be where Thou me shieldest,
Where Thouyieldest
Me the shelter of Thy wings!
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4. Thouhast heard allthat I vowed Thee
And endowed me
With theheritage ofthose
Who revere Thy Name andglory
And before Thee
In Thy steadfast love repose.

5. May the king’s life, by Theestrengthened,
LORD, be lengthened;
Of his reign no end be known.
Bless, O God, all his endeavour;
May he ever
Sit before Thee onhis throne.

6. Be, O God oftruth and splendour,
His Defender;
Make Thysteadfast love hisstay!
So will I, Thy Name professing,
For Thy blessing
Pay my vowsday after day.
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2. How long will you, my haters all,
As though I were a leaning wall,
A tott’ring fence, beset andpress me?
They plan to thrust me downto earth;
Their falsehood gives themjoy and mirth.
Their hearts curse, though their lips maybless me.

3. In silence bide I God alone
And He shall hear me from Histhrone;
He is my hope and my salvation.
He only is my rockand stay,
My fortress and my help for aye,
And none shall shake my place andstation.
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4. On God rests my deliverance,
For He my honour will enhance.
He is my mighty rock, mySaviour.
O people,trust this God of grace,
Pour out your heart before His face
And hope at all times for Hisfavour.

5. Mere breath are men of low estate,
And a delusion are thegreat;
They rise when in the scales you weigh them;
Togetherlighter thana breath
Are they, the prey ofdoom and death.
Their sudden downfall will dismay them.

6. Do in extortion not confide;
In stolen goods do not take pride;
Set no vain hopes on theft andplunder.
Put not in growing wealth your trust;
The greatest riches are but dust;
Set not your heart on earthly splendour.

7. God once has spoken, twiceI’ve heard
His sure and never-shakenword:
To God belong the power andglory,
And steadfastlove is Thine,O LORD,
For Thou dost everyman reward
According to his work before Thee.
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2. Thy steadfast love is betterfar
Than life itself, O God mySaviour.
Thy faithfulness will neverwaver;
My lips Thypraises will declare.
With joyful singing I will bless Thee
And all my life Thylove proclaim.
With hands upliftedin Thy Name,
I will in thankful prayer address Thee.
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3. In Thy rich blessings I delight
As in a lavish feast before me.
In meditation I adore Thee
Throughout thewatches of thenight.
I cling to Thee, my strong Deliverer,
And in the shadowof Thy wings
My mouth for joy Thypraises sings,
For Thy right hand upholds me ever.

4. When foes Thy servant seek to slay,
Earth’s deep abyssesshall receive them.
The sword’s dreadpower shall harm andgrieve them;
They shall become the jackal’s prey.
The king thenin his God shall glory
With all who swear byHis great Name,
For liars He will put to shame
And silence every adversary.
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2. From wickedplots and scheminghide me,
From those who whet theirtongues like swords.
Like deadly arrowsare their words.
Hear how thosenoisy crowds deride me
And taunt andchide me.

3. The wickedwith their plots confound me,
Hide me from their conspiracy.
They shoot from ambushsuddenly,
And without fear their mobs surround me
To vex and hound me.

4. The secretplans theyhatch areclever;
They talk of layingsnares for me
And say, “Not one is there to see,”
For cunningly devised asever
Is man’s endeavour.
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5. But God, myenemies pursuing,
Shoots arrows from whichnone can flee.
They will be struck downsuddenly,
And their owntongues, disaster wooing,
Are their undoing.

6. Then all will see God’s works andfear Him
And shake their heads whenHe has brought
The works of evilmen to nought.
They join in praise with those whohear Him
And who revere Him.

7. LORD, let therighteous all adore Thee
And take their refugein Thy might.
Thy victory is their delight.
Let men ofupright heart nowglory
In joy before Thee.
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2. Our countlessmisdeedsand transgressions
Prevail from day to day;
But Thou, O God, in great compassion,
Wilt purge our guilt away.
Blest is the man whom Thou hastchosen,
And bringest nigh to Thee,
That in Thy courts, in Thee reposing,
His dwellingplace maybe.
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3. There, in Thy holy habitation,
Thou wilt Thy saints provide
With everyblessing of salvation,
Till all are satisfied.
By awesome deeds, so just andmighty,
God saves us from allwoe;
To those who walk with Him uprightly
He will salvationshow.

4. Thou art the hope of distantnations;
Thou hast byThy great power
Set mountainpeaks on firm foundations
And stilled the sea’s loud roar.
Those who in far off lands are dwelling
All tremble at thesight;
Both dawn and dusk, in praise excelling,
With joy acclaim Thymight.

5. Thou to theearth dost show Thyfavour,
The bountyof Thy hand,
For Thou withwater from Thyriver
Enrichestall the land.
The furrows, softened by Thyshowers,
Are blest with springinggrain.
How great, O God, Thy love andpower
Throughout Thy vast domain!

6. The year iscrowned, O Fount ofblessing,
With gifts to cheer the land;
Thy goodnessfills the earth, expressing
The wondersof Thy hand.
The hills rejoice; the pastures,teeming
With flocks that skip and spring,
The golden grain, in valleysgleaming —
They shout for joy andsing.
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2. “All peoples, bowing down before Thee,
Sing praises to Thyglorious Name;
To Thee, O God, they all payhomage,
With hymns of joy declare Thy fame.”
O come and see with reverentwonder
The awesome deeds whichGod has done,
His mighty works among thenations,
The victories His hand haswon.
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3. His strength to Israel revealing,
He turned the sea toarid land,
And they on foot passed through theriver;
The waters heeded His command.
We sang Hispraise, in Him rejoicing
Who by His might rules without end;
His eyes keep watch on everynation.
Let rebels not His power withstand.

4. Come, bless our God with joyfulvoices;
All nations, let Hispraise resound,
For He has kept our feet from stumbling;
In Him we have a refugefound.
Thy peopleThou, O God, hasttested
As ore is in thefurnace tried;
We in the fire of Thy refining
Have been, like silver, purified.

5. Into the net Thou, God, hastbrought us;
Thou heavy burdensdidst impose.
Thou didst let man upon ustrample;
We have been humbled by ourfoes.
We went throughfire, we went throughwater,
Yet Thou didst show Thypower and grace.
Thou hast delivered us, Thypeople,
And brought us to a spaciousplace.

6. Thy holy temple I shallenter
And there my thanks toThee express.
I shall fulfil what I have promised
In days of trouble and distress.
Burnt sacrifices I shall offer,
With choicest fatlingspay my vows.
With smoke of rams, with goats andbullocks
I shall adore Thee in Thy house.
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8. If I had cherished anyevil,
The LORD would not have heeded me.
I know that God indeed hasheard me;
He has attended to myplea.
Forever blest be God, my Saviour,
Who has not turned away my prayer,
Nor has withheld from me Hismercy,
His never-failing love andcare.
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3. O God, let every tribe and nation
Shout forth Thy praisesfar and wide.
Let all men come with jubilation:
The earth its harvestdid provide.
God is good and gracious;
Richly did Hebless us —
He, our God and King.
Let all peoples fear Him,
All the earth revere Him,
Of His glory sing.
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2. But let the just with joyfulvoice
In God’s victorious might rejoice;
Let them exult before Him!
O sing to God, His praise proclaim
And raise a psalm unto His Name;
In joyful songs adore Him.
Lift up your voice and sing aloud
To Him who rides upon theclouds
High in the spaciousheavens.
The LORD, that is His glorious Name.
Sing unto Him with loud acclaim;
To Him be glorygiven.

3. The Father to the fatherless,
Defence of widows in distress,
Is in His habitation.
He in the goodness of Hisgrace
Gives lonely ones a dwelling-place;
He grants them consolation.
He leads the captive out tosee
The joys of new-found liberty,
For bounteous is God’smercy.
But who against Him dare rebel
Most certainly with faminedwell:
Their land is dry andthirsty.

4. Whenthrough the desert’s solitude
Thou to Thy people’s multitude
Didst show a path totravel,
The rain poured down, the earth didquake,
Yes, even Sinai’s base didshake
Before the God ofIsrael.
Rain in abundance Thou, OGod,
Upon Thy host didst shed abroad,
Thy heritage reviving.
Thy flock has found a dwellingthere:
Thou to Thy poor didst show Thycare,
For all their needs providing.
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6. O mount of Bashan, massiveheight,
Far higher than all peaks insight,
So great and elevated!
O you, whose tops are seen fromfar,
Whose peaks so high and numerousare,
So glorious and elated!
Why do you still with envylook
At Zion’s mount, which God oncetook
And made His throne’s location?
God has desired this mountainfair
For His abode, and alwaysthere
Will have His habitation.

7. With mighty chariotry untold,
His host ten thousand thousandfold,
The LORD came to Hisnation.
From Sinai’s mount He made Hisway
To Zion, which He made for aye
His holy habitation.
Thou didst, O LORD, ascend again,
With many captives in Thytrain
And gifts from men obtaining,
From even those who did rebel,
That here the LORD our God maydwell,
Here evermore remaining.

8. Blest be the LORD, who on our way
Provides for us, and day byday
Upholds us by Hispower.
God of Salvation is His Name;
This glorious Name shall we proclaim.
He is our shield andtower.
Our God, the LORD, is strong tosave
From mortal danger, from thegrave
And every cruel oppression.
But God will crush the head offoes,
The hairy crown of him whogoes
In ways of foul transgression.
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10. Thy solemn throngs are gatheredhere;
To God, my King, do they drawnear.
They come with soundingcymbals:
The singers first, the minstrelslast;
And in among them, filing past,
The maidens play theirtimbrels.
In this great congregation’sthrong
Bless all the LORD in joyfulsong,
O Jacob’s generation!
See,Benjamin, though least, leadson
The chiefs of Judah and Zebulun
And Naphtali’s wholenation.

11. To Thee Thy strength has glorybrought.
Show now Thy might, Thou who hastwrought
For us so great atreasure!
Because of Thy great templehere
Kings in Jerusalem appear
With bounties in greatmeasure.
Rebuke the beasts among thereeds,
Both bulls and calves, those filled with greed,
All that in wars takepleasure.
Let bronze be brought from Egypt’sland;
To God let Ethiopia’shand
Stretch out to give itstreasure.

12. Praise God and magnify Hisworth,
O kings and kingdoms of theearth!
Unto the LORD singpraises,
To Him who in the heavensrides,
Who in the ancient skiesresides,
From whence His voice He raises.
Ascribe then strength to God alone,
Whose glory is in Israelknown,
Whose might is in the heavens.
He from His temple terror sows,
But on His people strength bestows.
To God let praise begiven.
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2. More numerousthan the hairs upon my head
Are those who without cause or reasonscorn me.
Too strong for me arethose whose hate hastorn me;
Those who attack me with their lies Idread.
Must I restore now what I did not steal?
I know I’vedone thethings Thou hast forbidden.
O God, myfolly I did not conceal;
From Thee mywrongs and misdeeds are nothidden.
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3. Let not all those whoput theirhope in Thee
Be put toshame through me and be forsaken;
Let those whoseek Thee not be overtaken
By slanderand disgrace because ofme.
O God ofIsrael, taunts andshame I’ve borne,
And for Thy sake I am to friend andbrother
A strangerwhom they disavow and scorn,
An alien to the children of my mother.

4. For Thy greathouse I am consumed with zeal,
And on mefall the taunts of those whotaunt Thee.
And when Iweep and fast my hatershound me;
Reproach andinsult now to me theydeal.
And when ofsackclothI my clothing made,
A byword I became to all whoflout me.
I am thetalk of idlers in the gate;
The drunkardsmake their mocking songs about me.

5. But as for me, my prayer is,LORD, to Thee.
At Thy owntime, O God my Helper, hear me,
And with Thygreat and steadfast love benear me;
From sinking in the mire do rescueme.
Deliver me from foes andwaters deep;
Incline Thyear, O God, show me Thy favour,
And draw mefrom the current’s mighty sweep.
Let death notclose its mouth on me, mySaviour.

6. LORD, answerme: goodis Thysteadfast love;
O turn to me in Thy abundantmercy.
Hide not Thyface, know how my haterscurse me;
I’m in distress, O hear me from above.
Make haste toanswerme, drawnear to me,
Redeem me, come and save Thy faithfulservant;
To Thee Icall, O come and set me free
From enemies and haters fierce andfervent.
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8. Let their owntable be theirsnare, and make
Their feasts of sacrifice a trap toslay them.
Their eyes bedimmed, thatblindness may repay them,
And let their loins andlimbs convulse andshake.
Pour out Thy anger, let it not abate,
And in Thy burning fury overtake them.
Let their encampments be leftdesolate;
LeaveThou theirtents forgotten, and forsake them.
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9. Theypersecute him whom Thy hand did smite;
The pains ofhim Thou woundest, they increase them.
Charge them withsin on sin, do not release them,
And grant themno acquittal in Thysight.
Blot Thou theirnames out of thebook of life
And with Thy just decree, O God, delight us.
Remember Thou their hearts withevil rife;
Let them notbe enrolled among therighteous.

10. Regard mein my pain andpoverty.
I am afflicted; LORD, let Thy salvation
Set me onhigh. Restore my place andstation.
Hear me, OGod, I put my trust inThee.
I will exalt the Name ofGod in song:
He will strike down the sinners who defy Him.
With harp andhymn I shall His praise prolong;
With my thanksgiving I will magnify Him.

11. More than asacrificial ox or bull
My songs ofpraise and thankfulness will please Him.
Let the oppressed be glad: God will release him,
For He, myhelp, is great and merciful.
You who seekGod, now let yourhearts revive;
Rejoice andsing, the LORD will hear theneedy.
His captive people He will cause to thrive.
SinceHe doesnot despise us, He willheed me.

12. Let heav’n andearth praiseHim with grateful songs,
The seas and all that stirs in them adore Him,
His peoplecome with shouts of joy before Him,
For God shallsave His Zion from herwrongs
And Judah’scities will the LORD rebuild.
There will His servants be, in praise excelling.
With their descendants will the land be filled;
And those wholove His Name find there adwelling.
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2. May all then yet rejoice in Thee
Who seek Thyface withsupplication;
May those wholove Thy great salvation
Say, “God be praised!” and sing with me.
But I, O God, am poor andneedy;
Come, then, to my assistance now,
My help and my Deliverer Thou.
O LORD, do not delay toheed me.
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2. BeThou to me a rock of refuge,
A fortresssteep and strong.
To save me from theirwrong,
God, rescueme from all the wicked,
From men unjust andsavage,
Who me surround and ravage.

3. Thou,from my youth my trustand Helper,
My hope, I praise Thy worth;
I’ve leaned on Thee from birth.
Yes, from the womb, LORD, of mymother
Art Thou the One whotook me,
And never yet forsook me.
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5. Do not in my old age forsakeme
When all my strength is spent.
Hear how my foes consent
In plans to watch me and toseize me;
They say, “God does notsee him,
And there is none tofree him.”

6. O God, my Rock, be notfar from me;
Cometo myhelp, make haste,
And may those be disgraced
Who seek my hurt and who accuse me.
May my oppressorssuffer
The scorn and shame theyoffer.
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7. But I will hope in Theeforever,
And praise Theemore and more;
My life Thou shalt restore.
My mouth will tell of all Thy doings,
Of all Thy acts so righteous
That to Thy praise incite us.

8. The wondrous deeds of Thysalvation
Shall I praiseall day long
With joyful psalm andsong.
Their number,LORD, is past myknowledge.
I’ll show Thy deeds somighty;
Thy righteousness delights me.

9. Thou from my youth, O God,hast taughtme,
And I do still proclaim
Thy wondrous deeds, Thyfame.
Now that I’m old, LORD, and grey-headed,
Do not forsake andleave me
When foes and hatersgrieve me.

10. To all the coming generations
I will proclaim Thy might,
Thy justice and Thyright.
Thy righteousness, Thy power andsplendour
Reach unto highestheaven.
To Thee all praise begiven.

11. Thou who hast done great thingsand glorious,
O God, who is like Thee?
Thou, who hast burdenedme
With bitter troubles, wilt revive me.
Out of the depths yetbring me,
With fame and comfortring me.
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13. My soul also, which Thouhastrescued,
My tongue, withpsalm and lay,
Will sing of Thee allday.
I’ll praise Thyrighteous help andgreatness;
Thou who didst not desert me
Hast shamed who sought tohurt me.
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2. May for the people hill and mountain
Bring forth the peace they seek,
And justice,gushing like a fountain,
Restore thefaint and meek.
May he defend the poor andneedy,
May he their childrensave,
And crush oppressors, proud andgreedy,
Who for their downfallcrave.
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4. May in his days Thy justice flourish,
The earth withpeace abound,
Thy righteousness the peoplenourish,
And evil not be found.
Long may he live, and rule ournation
While sun and moon endure;
May he in every generation
Their peace and joy ensure.
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5. For evermore may his dominion
From sea tosea extend,
And from theRiver to theregions
Of earth’s remotest ends.
May every tribe and tongue adore him,
And may from east andwest
His foes all come to bow before him,
His haters lick thedust.

6. May princes,moved by awe and wonder,
Then travel miles on miles,
That they mayhim the tribute render
Of Tarshishand the isles.
May Sheba’s king with gifts adore him,
And Seba treasuresbring.
May rulers all fall down before him
And serve him as theirking.

7. The helplesspoor he will deliver
And hear themwhen they call,
For he, thegreat and graciousgiver,
Has pity on them all.
He saves them from oppressorsgreedy
And hears their anguishedcries;
The blood of all the poor andneedy
Is precious in hiseyes.

8. Long may helive, andmay theyrender
Him Sheba’schoicest gold!
Long may hisarm in light andsplendour
God’s right andmight uphold.
For him the prayers shall withoutceasing
Ascend to heaven’s throne;
All day we shall, our songs increasing,
Praisehim with joyfultone.
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10. Theking, whosename we are professing,
Shall like thesun endure.
In him all nations find their blessing;
Make Thou histhrone secure!
Blest be the LORD, for He so glorious
Alone does wondrous things.
O God, in all the earth our chorus
With “Amen, Amen”rings.
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2. No suff ’ring lies in store for them;
They all are sleek and sound oflimb.
They do notshare our pain andanguish;
No troublesever make themlanguish.
Pride is their necklace,and they dare
Make violence the robethey wear.
Their hearts with follies overflow,
And in their minds illusions grow.
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4. Such are the wicked — they’re secure;
Their wealth increases evermore.
Surely in vain I’ve been purehearted
And have not from God’s laws departed,
And I in vain havewashed my hands
In purity and innocence.
For all day long Isuffer here,
And with new grief eachdawn draws near.
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5. If I had spoken this way too,
How should Ithen have been untrue
To all the presentgeneration,
The children of Thy holy nation.
I tried to probe themystery
But found itwas too muchfor me
Till, entering God’sholy place,
I saw the destiny they face.

6. For surely Thoudost set themall
On slipperyground tomake themfall.
They headlongto their ruin tumble
When Thou, OGod, dost make themstumble.
How suddenly destroyed are they,
By terrors wholly sweptaway.
They’re like a dream; whenThou dost rise
Thou wilt their phantomform despise.

7. WhenI was bitter in my heart,
And when withpangs my soul didsmart,
Then in my folly I ignored Thee;
I was a brutish beast before Thee.
Yet I am always,LORD, with Thee;
By my right hand Thou holdest me.
Thy counsel guides meall my days,
And me Thou wilt toglory raise.

8. Whomdo I have in heav’n but Thee?
Who shall on earth my refugebe?
SinceI have Thee as rock andSaviour,
I seek nofurther wealth or favour.
Al though my flesh andheart may fail,
God is my strength, I shall prevail,
For He, whose steadfast love is sure,
Will be my portionevermore.
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2. RememberThou Thy people in Thylove,
Thy heritage, of old by Thee selected,
The congregation which Thou hast elected
In Thy goodpleasure,shown from heaven above.

3. RememberZion’s mount, where Thou hastdwelt,
And see Thouits perpetual desolations.
Seethe destruction which the hostilenations
Brought to the place where once Thy childrenknelt.

4. Within Thy holy place Thy foes didroar
And in Thy temple they set up theirbanners;
They broke itdown withhatchets and withhammers
And smashed thecarvingsthat were there before.

5. Theyboldly set Thy holy shrine ablaze,
Defiled thedwelling of Thy Name soglorious.
They boastedthat their might would be victorious;
Each place ofworship they did burn andraze.
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7. How long, OGod, isstill our foe toscoff?
Shall the reviling of Thy Name ceasenever?
Wilt Thou holdback Thy strong right hand forever?
Withdraw it from Thy bosom! Cut himoff!

8. Yet God, myKing, is God and King ofold
And Thou throughout the earth hast worked salvation.
The sea Thouhast divided for Thynation
And brokenheads of dragons fierce andbold.

9. Thou, LORD, Leviathan’s proud heads hast crushed,
Its flesh asfood on desert beasts bestowing.
Thou didst cleave openfountains ever-flowing
And dry upstreams wheremighty watersrushed.

10. Thine is theday, Thine also is the night;
Sun, moon, andstars hast Thou set in the heavens.
To all the earth Thouboundaries hastgiven;
The seasonswere established by Thymight.
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11. Remember,LORD, thescoffing of ourfoes;
Hearhow ThyName is taunted by thewicked!
Yield not Thydove tobeast from field andthicket,
Do not forget Thy children in theirwoes.

12. Now for Thy cov’nanthave, O LORD, regard,
For terror reigns in all the land’s darkplaces.
Put not toshame but safeguard from disgraces
Thy poor andneedy. Let them praise Thee,LORD!

13. Rise up, OGod, rise and defend Thycause:
Do not forget the sneers of all Thy scoffers,
The clamourwhich is all the godless offer,
The uproar which Thy foes make withoutpause.
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3. To the proud and bold I say,
“Let Me no morehear yourboast.”
I tell them and all theirhost
To forsake their wicked way:
“Do not lift your horn onhigh,
Nor with outstretchedneck draw nigh.”

4. Helpers will not from the east
And not from the west appear
To exalt and to revere
Him whom God makes last and least.
He, theJudge of great renown,
Will lift up andwill bring down.
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5. For the LORD hasfilled a bowl
With wine foaming,spiced, andstrong;
All the wicked and the wrong,
All who hound His servant’ssoul,
Shun this cup of wrath invain;
E’en the dregs they have to drain.

6. Psalms I sing andpraise I shout;
I will pay my vows toGod.
I shall ever heed Hisrod;
Jacob’s God, my joy ringsout:
All the wicked feel Thyscorn,
But Thoushalt exalt our horn!
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3. O God ofJacob, by Thywill
Both horse andrider now lie still.
But Thou, God,terrible art Thou!
For who can standbefore Theenow
And face Thyangry indignation
As it resounds through all creation?

4. The earth in silence, struck with fear,
Did from above Thy verdict hear.
For God arose andjudgment gave,
That the afflicted He might save.
Thou from men’s wrath Thy praise ordainest;
Thy furtheranger Thourestrainest.
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5. Then let all men in worshipbow
And pay unto the LORD theirvow.
Let all present Himgifts of worth,
For He does awesome deeds on earth.
He stops the breath of kings andprinces
And sweeps away their proud pretences.
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3. “Will the LORD spurn us forever
And usfrom His covenantsever?
Why is He, our God, displeased?
Has His steadfast love nowceased
And the promises Hemade us?
Will the LORD forget to aid us?
Does He in His wrath withhold
All His mercies from ofold?”
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4. And I say, “This grief besets me,
That the God Most High forgets me
And His right hand now has changed,
That I am from Him estranged.”
LORD, I will recall Thy wonders;
On Thy deeds of old Iponder,
On Thy works I meditate,
Musing on Thy deeds sogreat.

5. O my God, Thy way isholy;
For Thy greatness we extol Thee.
What god is there, strong andgreat
Like our God, so high instate?
For Thou art the God whose glory
Makes thepeoples bow before Thee.
Thy strong arm redeemed andfreed
Jacob’s sons and Joseph’sseed.

6. When the waters, all assembled,
Saw Thee, God, they writhed andtrembled.
Fear convulsed their mightysweep,
Terror shook the hiddendeep.
Clouds poured rain, with thunders crashing,
On all sides Thy arrowsflashing.
When Thy hand its lightningshurled,
Thou didstrock and shake the world.

7. Through the sea Thy way did lead Thee;
Wind and tossing waves didheed Thee.
Mighty waters fled inawe,
Yet no man Thy footprints saw.
LORD, Thy people Thou hastguided,
Shepherds for Thy flock provided:
Moses, Aaron, by theirhand
Led them to the promisedland.
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2. Such things we’ll tell, not from their childrenhide them,
That those accounts of olden daysmay guide them,
And we will tell the coming generation
How God has dealt with Israel, Hisnation —
The glorious deeds the LORD forthem has wrought,
The wonders which His mightyhand them brought.

3. A testimony He in Jacobfounded,
In Israel He had His lawexpounded,
And to our fathersHe, the LORD, commanded
That all His words fromkin to kin behanded,
That children yet unborn oncemight arise
And teach their seed these laws sogood and wise.
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4. So would their hope in God alone befounded;
Then they wouldnot forget all Hepropounded,
Nor come toshare their fathers’ condemnation,
That stubbornand rebellious generation,
Those wayward men, who felt Hisanger’s rod,
Whose spiritwas not faithfulto their God.

5. The Ephraimites with bows for war assembled;
Yet they inbattle all turned backand trembled.
They did notkeep God’s covenant orfear Him,
But they defied His law and did nothear Him,
Forgot His deeds for Israel, His own,
The miracles that He to them had shown.

6. God wrought greatmarvels and their fatherssaw them;
In Egyptand in Zoan wonders awedthem.
There they beheld how He the sea divided
And through thesea His people Israel guided.
He made the waters stand uplike a heap;
His mighty hand restrained theroaring deep.

7. By day He gave a cloud to lead andguide them;
With fiery light He did at nightprovide them.
He cleft therocks, and founts sprang up to save them;
Abundant drink as from the deep Hegave them.
Out of the barren rock freshwater burst,
And rivers flowed to quench Hispeople’s thirst.

8. Yet more they sinned against Him in rebelling
When in His care they were in deserts dwelling.
Against theLORD, the Most High, they contested,
And in their evil hearts their God theytested.
In stubborn pride defiantly they raved,
Demandingfrom His hand thefood they craved.

199

PSALM 78

)

)



10. Therefore the LORD, who heard their provocation,
Was full of wrath against His chosen nation,
A fiery rage against all Israel mounted;
His anger rose, fornever they recounted
What He had done to help themin their plight;
They did nottrust His savingpower and might.

11. Yet He commanded then the skies toheed them,
And heaven’sdoors He opened wideto feedthem,
With bounteousrain of manna them endowing
And heaven’sgrain toIsrael allowing.
The food of angels gave Hethem for bread;
Abundantly were Jacob’s children fed.
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12. The east wind He called up from heaven’s borders;
The south windHe led out to do His orders,
And on theirwings they brought what God hadgiven,
For flesh, like dust thatby the storm isdriven,
Rained down upon them from the darkened sky;
With quails the LORD did Israel supply.

13. They ate andwere well filled with flesh He granted;
He gave themall the food they cravedand wanted,
But then, before their craving had been sated,
The food still in their mouth, their lust elated,
God’s anger rose against them,and they died;
He slew their strongest men, theirflower and pride.

14. In spite ofthis, they still with sins did grieve Him;
Despite Hiswondersthey did notbelieve Him.
So like a breath He made their days to vanish;
Their years wentby in terror and in anguish,
But when Heslew them, then theireyes did see;
They turned to God and sought Himearnestly.

15. Then they remembered God, their rock and Saviour,
The Most HighGod, who in redeeming favour
Had brought themout of Egypt that enslaved them.
They flatteredHim, yet thought that He wouldsave them.
Though with their lips they might finewords express,
They scorned His cov’nant in their faithlessness.

16. Yet He in pity and in lovingkindness
Forgave themtheir iniquity and blindness,
Did not destroy them when His wrath wasburning,
But He restrained the anger they were earning,
Rememb’ring that they were butflesh, and vain,
A wind gone by that will notcome again.
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18. Through wondrous deeds His Israel He delivered;
He turned toblood all Egypt’s mighty rivers,
And swarms offlies He on their fields didshower,
Frogs which destroyed them showed His anger’spower.
To caterpillars crops and grass He gave;
From hungry locusts none their fruits could save.

19. With hail and frost their trees and vines He shattered;
Their flocks and herds with thunderboltswerescattered.
He loosed onthem His wrath and indignation;
It caused distress and widespread devastation.
Destroying angels He among them sent,
Who brought great ruin everywhere they went.
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20. Free rein He gave His fury to ensnare them;
From death andgrave His anger didnot spare them.
He gave theirlives to plague and devastation;
And heavywas His hand on Pharaoh’snation.
Their firstborn everywhere Hishand did smite;
Death came to all Ham’s dwellingsovernight.

21. Then He led forth His people, and He guided
Like sheep Hischildren who in Him confided.
He led their flock, and without fear theyfollowed,
For all their enemies the sea hadswallowed.
And to His holy land He brought His own,
Unto the mount which His righthand had won.

22. The LORD droveout before them heathennations,
Apportionedto the tribes their habitations,
And in their tents they safely found adwelling;
Yet they, against the Most High God rebelling,
Turned traitors, for His laws werenot observed,
And, like their fathers, from God’sways they swerved.

23. They twisted like deceitful bows andbraces;
His anger they provoked with theirhigh places,
For in their idols’ service they were zealous,
And with their images they made Himjealous;
Great was God’s wrath when He saw them rebel.
He utterly rejectedIsrael.

24. The tent at Shiloh, where He had beendwelling,
He left whenHe His people heardrebelling;
To enemies His power He did surrender,
Into their hands theark with all its splendour.
He gave His people over to the sword,
In angerthat His word had been ignored.
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26. The LORD then as from slumber did awaken;
He saw how enemies His landhad taken,
And like a warrior, swords and arrowsflouting,
Who, flushed with wine, his joy is boldlyshouting,
So God stood up, to Israel’shelp He came,
And put theirfoes to everlasting shame.

27. The tent of Joseph’s children He rejected,
In Ephraim His house was noterected;
He chose thetribe of Judah for Hisnation,
Mount Zion, which He loves as habitation.
He like the heavens built Hissanctuary,
And like the earth, to last eternally.
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28. He chose His servant David, and He crowned him,
He took himfrom the sheepfold whereHe foundhim;
From tendingewes and newborn lambs Hebrought him;
To make himJacob’sshepherd God hadsought him.
With upright heart did Davidtend the land
And guided Israel withskilful hand.
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2. We are a taunt to those around usdwelling.
When wilt Thou come, the enemy expelling?
O hear us, LORD! Wilt Thou extinguishnever
Thy jealousanger? Will it burn forever?
Thy wrath, OLORD, pour out
On all who Thy Name flout;
Consume the godlessnations.
For greedily did they
Seize Jacob as theirprey
And raze his habitations.

3. Remember not the misdeeds of ourfathers;
Hold not theirguilt against us, LORD, butrather
Show Thy compassionto Thy humblednation.
O come with haste, Thou God of our salvation!
LORD, so increase Thy fame,
The glory of Thy Name.
Free Thou us from oppression.
For Thy Name’ssake we thus
Pray Thee to rescueus
And pardon our transgression.

4. Why should the heathen, Israel deriding,
Ask in contempt, “Where may their God behiding?”
Arise, OLORD! Strike in retaliation;
The blood ofsaints avenge before thenations!
LORD, on Thy holy throne
Hear Thou theprisoner’s groan.
Thy greatness manifesting,
Preserve usas of old;
Repay them sevenfold
Who taunt Thee with theirjesting.

5. We shall forever joyful praisesrender
To Thee, ourShepherd and our great Defender.
We as Thy flock, Thy chosen congregation,
Shall give Theethanks through every generation.
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2. How long wilt Thou with indignation
Ignore Thy people’s supplication?
Tears are thebread ofIsrael;
Thou givesttears to drink aswell.
Thou makest usto suffer scorn;
Our neighbours’jeering we have borne.

3. LORD God of hosts, wilt Thou restore us;
Causethen Thy face to shine before us.
From servitude in Egypt’s land
Didst Thou bringout a vine to plant.
Where other nations dweltbefore
Thou plantedstit for evermore.
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4. Thou didst prepare the ground forplanting;
Thy vine took root and, nothingwanting,
It filled the land sothat its shade
A shelterfor the mountainsmade;
It overspreadthe mighty trees,
Right to the River and the Sea.

5. Why didst Thou break its walls asunder?
All who pass by its fruit canplunder.
Thy vine isravagedby theboar,
And other beasts devour still more.
Turn Thou, O God,and show Thy face;
Look down upon Thyvine in grace.

6. O God of hosts, grant preservation;
Protect Thy vine from devastation.
For they withfire have burned thevine
And cut it down, though it was Thine.
O let them perish in their fear
When Thou dost with rebuke appear.

7. But let Thy hand, so full of power,
Thy aid and favour freelyshower
Upon theman ofThy right hand;
Help Thou theson ofman tostand,
For Thou didst causehim to be Thine.
Upon him cause Thyface to shine.

8. From Thee we then shall turn back never;
Revive us and we shall forever
Call on ThyName, before Theebow.
LORD God ofhosts, restore us now.
Upon us causeThy faceto shine,
And save us, LORD, forwe are Thine.
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2. O all Israel,
Voice your jubilation.
Let your musicswell;
Harp andtimbrel play.
Show inevery way
Joy and exultation.

3. With the trumpet’stune
Herald, in due season,
Feastdays of themoon:
Let its echo sound.
To let joy abound
God gives everyreason.
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4. Keep by God’s command
Your commemoration:
When in Egypt’s land
CaptiveIsrael
Did in bondage dwell,
He gave liberation.

5. “When youserved asslaves
Of the ruthlessPharaoh,
I, the God whosaves,
Listenedto your plea
And I set you free
From distress and sorrow.

6. “In the worst ofplights
Comfort I provided.
On Mount Sinai’s heights
Did I give My law.
You at Meribah
Tested were and guided.

7. “Israel, drawnigh.
O My people,hear Me
While I testify
And admonish you.
O in all you do,
Would you but revere Me!

8. “Never shall youpraise
Gods of heathennations.
Never all your days
To the idols go;
Them youshall not show
Any veneration.
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10. “By their wilful choice
They My love rejected;
They ignored Myvoice.
Israel did not
Heed whatthey were taught.
They My law neglected.

11. “To their stubbornway
Them I did surrender.
Would they but obey
And return to Me!
O thenI would be
Israel’s Defender!
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12. “Then I would in haste
Israel deliver.
I would soon laywaste
The oppressor’s land
And with mighty hand
Thwart the foe’s endeavour.

13. “As their just reward,
All the hostilenations
Who despise theLORD
Would before His face
Cringe in their disgrace
And humiliation.

14. “With abundanceI
Israel wouldnourish.
You I would supply
With the finest wheat,
Honeypure and sweet.
Israel wouldflourish!”
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2. “Give justice to the weak and heed them;
Grant rights to orphans when they need them;
Maintain the cause ofsick and poor;
Make the afflictedone secure.
Withstand the clamour of thegreedy;
Rescue the weak, be with theneedy,
And free them from thewicked’s hand;
Ward off the evilshe has planned.”
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3. They have no wit or understanding,
And knowledge they are not demanding;
The justice of theLORD they flout;
In darkness deep they walk about.
The order of the world is shaken,
For evil counsels they havetaken;
Since they unjust decrees unfold,
All earth’s foundationsno more hold.

4. I say to you, “As gods Icrowned you;
As sons of the Most High I count you.
Yet, since all justiceyou defy,
Like other men, youtoo shall die.
You’ll fall like any other princes
And rulers with their proud pretences.”
Arise, O God, theearth now judge:
All nations are Thyheritage.
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2. They say, “Comelet us wipe themout;
Let Israel beput to rout.
Burn down its towns to ash andember;
Let none that nation’s name remember.”
With one accord they are conspiring,
The fall of Israel desiring.

3. Yea, Edomand the Ishmaelites,
The Hagarenes andMoabites,
All the Philistines and the Tyrians
Join Ammon’s tribe and the Assyrians.
Gebal confers with Agag’s remnants;
They all give aid to Lot’s descendants.
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4. Treat them as Thou didst Midian,
As Sisera, a fleeing man
Slain by the woman he relied on,
As Jabin’s army at theKishon.
His warriors, stripped of all theirsplendour,
Are dung nowon the fields ofEndor.

5. Bring Thou theirnobles’pride to nought,
Like Midian’s kings, whom Gideon caught.
The sword repaid them their transgression
When they said, “Let us take possession
Of God’s own green and fertileregions.”
Destroy our foes andall their legions.

6. My God, makethem like whirling dust,
Like chaff before a sudden gust.
As fire throughout the forestblazing,
As flames the hills and mountains razing,
So with Thy tempest, LORD, pursue them,
With terrifying storms subdue them.

7. Fill Thou theirfaces,LORD, withshame,
That they may seek Thyglorious Name;
O cast them down, dismayed forever,
And let them know that all endeavour
Is vain, if not due praise is given
To Thee, MostHigh in earth andheaven.
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2. The sparrow finds a hometo rest;
The swallow deftly builds her nest
And has her young beside Thyaltar.
So, LORD ofhosts, my God, my King,
I seek the shelter of Thy wings;
Thou wilt not let me slip and falter.
How blest are those who dwell withThee
And praise Thy Name unceasingly.
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3. How blest are those whose strengthThou art,
Who on Thy ways haveset their heart —
The highways to Thy habitation.
For them refreshing fountainsflow
When they throughBaca’s valley go,
A land ofdrought anddesolation.
The wilderness, with showersblest,
Becomes for them avale of rest.

4. From strength to strength God’s people go,
And He to them Hisface will show
In Zion’s courts, His holydwelling.
O LORD, ThouGod of hosts, giveear;
O Jacob’sGod, in mercyhear,
Thy steadfastpromises fulfilling.
O God, ourking and shield behold;
To him Thy power andlove unfold.

5. Lo, one day in Thy houseof praise
Is better than a thousand days
Outside the courts of Thy salvation.
As one whofears and serves theLORD,
I would muchrather stand andguard
The thresholdof His habitation
Than, far from God, to dwell within
The tents of wickedness and sin.

6. The LORD His goodness hasrevealed:
He is to us a sun and shield,
For He bestows renown andfavour.
And when theupright seek Hisface,
The LORD will not withhold Hisgrace;
His faithfulness endures forever.
O LORD ofhosts, how blest is he
Who puts his hope andtrust in Thee.
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2. LORD, will Thy blazing angernever cease
And will Thy wrath for evermore increase?
Wilt Thou notgive new life and set us free,
That all Thy peoplemay rejoice inThee?
O LORD, Thysteadfast love and mercyshow
And Thy salvation on us now bestow.
To us Thy lasting faithfulness unfold,
Thy lovingkindness as in days ofold.

3. Let me nowhear whatGod theLORD will speak,
For to His saints who in theirhearts Him seek
He will proclaim His steadfast words of peace.
From chains ofbondage He will grant release.
For surelyHis salvation is at hand,
Prepared forthose who honourHis command.
Then in our land may radiantglory dwell,
Which on theearth shall have no parallel.

4. Thenfaithfulness and steadfastlove will meet;
Then righteousness and peace eachother greet.
Then faithfulness will spring up from the ground,
And from the sky will righteousness abound.
The LORD our God will add prosperity;
Our land will yield its crops abundantly.
Before Him justice will itsbanners sway
And make thefootsteps of the LORD a way.
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2. Thou art good, Thy grace astounding,
And in steadfast love abounding.
When we call, O LORD, benigh;
Listen to my troubled cry.
Thee I call, for Thou artnear me;
None among the gods willhear me
Or is like Thee, LORD benign,
And no works compare with Thine.
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3. All the nations will adore Thee;
They shall come and bow before Thee
And shall glorify ThyName,
For none equals Thee in fame.
Great and wondrous things Thoudoest,
And my spirit Thou renewest.
Gloriousart Thou on Thythrone.
Thou, O LORD, art God alone.

4. Guide my feet, O LORD, andteach me,
Be my Helper, I beseech Thee,
And unite my heart andaim
In Thy truth, to fear ThyName.
Great Thou art, Thou shalt reward me
In Thy steadfast love toward me.
In Thy mercy Thou didstsave
Me, Thy servant, from thegrave.

5. LORD, theproud rose up around me;
Ruthlessfoes pursue andhound me,
And to Thee they pay noheed
In their arrogance andgreed.
But Thou, God of grace andfavour,
Slow to anger, faithfulever,
Dost in steadfast love abound.
With Thy mercy me surround.

6. Grant Thy strength in my affliction;
Give Thy servant Thy protection,
Rescue me, Thy handmaid’sson.
Let Thy might my haters stun.
Give me proof of Thy great favour:
Show myfoes Thou art mySaviour.
Shame them all and let them see
Thou didsthelp and comfortme.
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2. What glorious things, O city of God’s favour,
Are spokenin melodious tones ofyou!
Rahab willI include, and Babel too,
With those whoknow Me as their LORD and Saviour.

3. The Moor with the Philistine and theTyrian
Shall soon, O Zion, throng your holygate;
In songs of joy I’ll hear her sons relate:
“Theseall were born within the walls ofZion.”

4. God will Himself confirm it with Hisblessing,
And on the roll of nations He willcount
All these as born on Zion’s holymount,
In manytongues one God, one faith confessing.

5. Then shall God’s Name with holy adoration
And joyful tones be praised by Israel’s throng;
Both harp and voice will blend in swellingsong:
“In Zion are the founts of my salvation.”
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2. I am as one downin the Pit,
Like one among the dead forsaken.
My strength andcomfort Thou hasttaken;
LORD, hear my prayer and answer it.
Cut off, as from Thy presencebanished,
I have from Thy remembrancevanished.

3. I’m plunged into thelowest grave;
In regions dark and deep Ilanguish.
Thy wrath weighson me in my anguish;
I’m overwhelmed byall Thy waves.
And of my friends Thou hast bereft me;
They shunned me and in horror left me.
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5. Shall death Thy steadfastgrace profess?
And does Abaddon sing Thyglory?
Shall for Thy faithfulness adore Thee
The dim land of forgetfulness?
Are there Thywondersknown and greeted?
Is there Thysaving help entreated?

6. But as for me, I cry to Thee;
My prayer I offer in themorning.
O LORD my God, why art Thouscorning
My anguish and my fervent plea?
Why dost Thoucast me off and leave me?
Why dost Thouhide Thy face togrieve me?
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7. I am afflicted, close to death,
And by Thy anger overtaken.
I’m helplessand by terrors shaken;
My life is but afeeble breath.
Thy fury has swept down upon me;
Thy dread assaults have overrun me.

8. Thy terrors hunt meall day long,
And like a flood Thy threats surround me.
They all close in on me andhound me;
I’m crushed by hatersfierce and strong.
Of friend andkin Thou hast bereft me,
And only darkness Thou hastleft me.
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3. The heavens praise, O LORD, Thy wondersall their days;
The holy ones intheir assemblysing Thy praise.
Thy faithfulness theylaud when they, O LORD, adore Thee,
For who in all the skies can proudly stand before Thee?
And who can be compared to Thee, our strength andtower?
Amongthe sons of God none equals Thee inpower.

4. Theholy ones incouncil fear Thy majesty;
Thou art far greater,LORD, than those surrounding Thee,
For who among theones that near Thy throne assemble
Does not, LORD God ofhosts, before Thee quake andtremble?
Who equals Thee in strength, and who would dare toflout Thee?
Thy faithfulness and truth stand radiant round about Thee.
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5. O LORD, Thy hand doesrule the raging of the sea;
Its mighty waves mayroar, they all are stilled by Thee.
Proud Rahab Thou didstcrush, its carcass Thou hastshattered,
And by Thy mightyarm Thy enemies werescattered.
Thine are the heav’ns andearth; Thy power is unbounded;
The world and all that is hast Thou in wisdomfounded.

6. Thefarthest north andsouth didst Thou create and frame;
Mount Tabor and MountHermonpraise Thyholy Name,
For mighty is Thyarm; Thy hand, endued with power,
Thy right hand, so exalted, makes the nationscower.
On justice stands Thythrone, on righteousness and glory;
Thy steadfast love goes with Thy faithfulness before Thee.

7. Blest are the people who acclaim Theeas their King,
Who know the festal shout and of Thymercies sing.
They see Thy holyface andwalk in light before Thee,
Exulting all the day in Thy great Name andglory.
Thy wondrous grace theylaud, Thy righteousness recalling;
They go their way with joy, Thy steadfast love extolling.

8. Thou art their strength andglory; all their foes they scorn,
For Thou hast favouredus: exalted is our horn.
Our shield belongs toThee, our King so great in power;
Upon Thy faithful ones Thou strength and joy didst shower.
High praises we willsing, and homage we willrender
To Israel’s Holy One, ourKing and our Defender.

9. Of old Thou, LORD, didstspeak in visionstrue and sure
To him, Thy faithful one, whose kingdomshall endure,
“I’ve set the crown upon a man upright andmighty;
I have exaltedhim, whose loyalty delights Me,
Onechosen from thepeople as their king appointed:
My servant David, with My holy oil anointed.
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11. “Yes, I, the LORD, willset hishand upon the sea,
His right hand on the rivers. He shall cry to Me,
‘My Father and myGod, the Rock of my salvation!’
And him I’ll make among the princes of the nation
My firstborn son, thehighestof all kings around him;
On him My eye shall be. My wonders shall astound him.

12. “Forever I will keep himin My steadfast love,
My covenant confirm with blessingsfrom above.
His line will last, I will establish it forever;
Enduring as the heav’ns, his throne shall vanishnever.
My promise I uphold, the oath to Davidspoken
I always will maintain; My word cannot be broken.
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13. “But if his childrenever will forsake My law,
Not keep all that I have ordained withproper awe,
And if they violate thestatutes which Ifounded,
No longer keep thejust commandments I expounded,
Then, surely, with Myrod I’ll punish their transgression
And their iniquities with scourges and oppression.

14. “But from him I’ll not take My steadfastlove away,
Nor will I ever My own faithfulness betray;
I will not violate the cov’nant they havebroken,
Nor will I alter what I once for all havespoken,
For by My holiness I’ve sworn and I changenever.
I will not lie; My word to David stands forever.

15. “His royal line will thus continue evermore,
And, like the sun, histhrone before Meshall endure.
His kingdom will notfail, by foes or famineravished,
For like the moon itshall for ever be established.
As long as overearth andsea the skies are vaulted,
His reign will be secure, his crown will be exalted.”

16. Butnow Thou hast withdrawn Thyhand, andhim hast spurned;
Thy wrath hast Thou against Thy own anointed turned.
Thou hast renounced thecov’nantonce with him erected;
His crown lies in the dust, hisprayers Thou hast rejected.
Thou hast breached all hiswalls by Thy great anger’spower;
His strongholds Thou hast razed, in ruins lie histowers.

17. All who pass by despoil him, smittenand forlorn.
He, once so high, hasnow become hisneighbours’ scorn.
The right hand of hisfoes hast Thou, O God, exalted.
They triumphed and rejoiced whenthey Thy king assaulted.
Yes, Thou didst blunt his sword; his enemies havefelled him,
And in his many battles Thou hast not upheld him.
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19. Remember Thou, OLORD, life’s short andfleeting span
And for what vanity Thou hast created man.
For who can live andsee the light of day forever,
Who can escape Sheol andmeet its terrors never?
What man can save himself? Who is there to release us
From gaping graveand death that soon will grasp and seize us?

20. O LORD our God, where is Thy steadfastlove of old,
The oath to Davidsworn withpromises untold?
Remember how Ihear the taunts of all thenations,
The insults of Thyfoes, their countless provocations;
For mocking Thy anointed is their sole endeavour.
Yes, amen, amen!Bless-ed be the LORD for ever!
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2. What is our worth when Thou Thy help delayest?
Thou turnestman back to the dustandsayest,
“Turn back, O sons of man,” and thus weperish.
Brief is our life, and vain the things wecherish.
A thousand of our years are in Thy sight
A day gone by, a watch gone with the night.

3. Thou sweepest men away, vain in theirglory,
For they arelike a fleeting dreambefore Thee,
Like grass whichsprings upin the earlymorning,
Like flowers for a while the earth adorning
That with the dawn unfold onhill and glade:
By evening time they wither and they fade.
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5. Three score and ten are all the years allowed us,
And fourscorewhen Thou hast with strength endowedus.
Soon they are gone, their best is toil andtrouble.
We fly away, our labours worthlessstubble.
Who understands the powerof Thy wrath,
When Thy great vengeance meets uson our path?

6. Who understands the woes of all whofear Thee?
Why burns Thywrath against those whorevereThee?
We pass ouryears infear and fitful slumber;
Teach us that we our span of days maynumber,
So that ourhearts gain wisdom.LORD, return!
How long? Have pity! For Thy love we yearn.
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7. LORD, in the morning come and satisfy us,
With steadfastlove and with Thy blessings ply us
So that wemay rejoice and sing with gladness
As manydays as we have mourned insadness,
As many years as evilwe have seen,
That after grief we times ofjoy may glean.

8. Show forth Thywork to all who serve before Thee,
And to Thy children show Thy powerand glory.
May He, theLORD, our gracious God andSaviour,
Shedon usall the riches of His favour.
Establish Thou the laboursof our hand;
Establish them, that to Thypraise they stand.
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2. He’ll save you from the pestilence,
His wings as shelterlending.
His pinions are yoursure defence,
His truth a shield unbending.
At night you will notfear the gloom,
Nor, during day, thearrow,
Nor havoc that may spread atnoon,
Nor nights of plagues and sorrow.
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3. A thousand at yourside may fall,
But you’ll be safelyguarded;
When tens of thousandsdie in all,
You’ll see the foe rewarded.
Since you the LORD yourrefuge made,
Your rock and habitation,
No evil shall your tents invade,
Nor plague and tribulation.

4. His hosts of angelsGod commands
For evermore toserve you.
They will support youon their hands
And from all dangerswerve you,
Lest ever you yourfoot should dash
Against a stone, orstumble.
The deadly serpent you willcrush;
The lion you will humble.

5. “Because he on My love relies,
I surely will defend him.
He knows My Name; thus,when he cries,
My answer I willsend him.
I’ll come with rescuein the strife;
To him is honourowing.
I’ll bless him with great length oflife,
To him salvationshowing.”
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2. With song and musicblending, I will Thy praise recite;
Let harp andlute unite in harmony unending.
My thankfulness expressing, I’ll praise Thy deeds ofmight;
I’ll sing ofmy delight, Thy faithfulness confessing.

3. Thy works are great and splendid! O how profound Thythought!
The senseless fool cannot begin to understand it.
Though evil men mayflourish, though like the grass they sprout,
LORD, Thou shaltroot them out; they shall forever perish.

4. Thouart on high forever. Thou, LORD, shalt overthrow
The proud andgodlessfoe, and topple his endeavour.
My horn Thou hast appointed to match the bull’s inheight,
To equalhis in might. By Thee I’ve been anointed.

5. My foes’ defeat and anguish I did myself behold,
And also I’ve been told that all their host is vanquished.
The just Thou wilt remember, to them Thy favourshow;
They like thepalm tree grow, like Lebanon’s fine timber.
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6. Those whom the LORD willcherish, within His house Heput;
There planted,they took root and in His courts theyflourish.
Their fruit in old agebearing, they’re vigorous andgreen.
Yes, now myRock I’ve seen, His righteousness, His caring.

2. Firm from ofold has stood, O LORD, Thythrone;
From everlasting art ThouGod alone.
Thy mighty floods have lifted up their voice,
The waves thatroar andin their strength rejoice.

3. But mighty though the thund’ring floods maybe,
More glorious than the surgingsof the sea
Is He, the LORD, in majesty onhigh.
For evermore Thy Name weglorify.

4. Thy word is sure, in Thy decrees wetrust;
Thy law is right, Thy testimony just,
And holiness, O LORD whom we adore,
Is fitting to Thy house forevermore.
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2. How long yetshall the wickedflourish,
The godless all their evil nourish?
They blusterand they boast aloud;
Of all their misdeeds they areproud.
They crush Thy people in theirrage,
And they afflict Thy heritage.

3. They slay thewidow, and theycurse me;
They kill the alien withoutmercy
And put to death the fatherless.
All those who trust Thee they oppress;
They say, “The LORD, He does notsee;
The God ofJacob, where isHe?”
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4. O dullestof the people, mark this,
You fools whose mind perverse anddark is.
Shall He whomade theear nothear,
And shall He not in wrath appear?
Shall He who formed the eye not see
And fight for us and set us free?

5. Shall He whochastens all the nations
Forget your sins and provocations?
Shall He who teachesmen notknow
The hidden thoughts of friend andfoe?
The LORD knows that the thoughts ofman
Are but a breath and short ofspan.

6. Blest is theman whom Thou dostchasten:
To soothe his anguish Thou shalt hasten.
Blest he whomThou dostteach Thyways
To give relief from troubleddays,
Till for the wicked, one andall,
A pit is dug in which theyfall.

7. God’s peoplewill not be forsaken;
His heritage cannot be shaken,
For to the righteous will return
The equity for which theyyearn.
The light of justice will belit;
All upright men will follow it.

8. Who will, when wicked men attack me,
Be on my side, stand up and back me?
Who will defend me when myfoes
Delight in my distress andwoes?
Had not the LORD my cause upheld,
In silencewould I soon havedwelt.
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10. Can wickedrulers share Thyfavour
And be Thy allies, O mySaviour?
They frame theirmischiefby decree;
They band together and agree.
To kill the just is their intent,
And they condemn theinnocent.

11. The LORD hasbeen mystrong Defender;
God is my rock, to Him I render
My thankfulpraise, my triumph songs.
He will repay them for theirwrongs,
And all the wicked He shallrout.
The LORD ourGod will wipe themout.
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2. The LORD our Godis goodand great;
None is like Him in royalstate.
No god, O God, shall stand before Thee.
The depths of earth are in His hand;
He formed the mountains,shaped the land;
The sea is His. All show Hisglory!

3. Come, let us worship and bow down
Before this God of great renown.
Our Maker, Him our thanks werender:
He led usby His mighty hand
To pastures in a verdant land.
He is our Shepherd, our Defender.
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5. For forty years I bore their ill.
I said, “They err in heart andwill
And from My ways they stray forever.”
Then in My anger I did swear,
“My heritage theyshall not share;
Into My rest they’ll enternever.”
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2. Declare His glory to thenations;
Make known toall their populations
His marvellousworks, for He, theLORD,
Is to be worshippedand adored.
To Him alone show veneration.

3. The peoples’gods are man’s invention:
Mere idols, lacking comprehension.
The LORD madeall the heavens’ extent.
Lo, splendour dwells within His tent;
With awe His majesty bementioned.

4. Glory andstrength, Otribes andnations,
Ascribe to God with exultation,
And renderto the LORD’s greatName
The glory to whichHe lays claim.
Sing praise to Him with jubilation.
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6. O let His praises be resounded.
By Him theworld was firmly founded;
It shall endure. The peopleHe
Will govern by Hisjust decree;
He’ll judge with equity unbounded.

7. Your joy display, O glorious heavens.
Let earth, beglad, to rapture driven.
Rejoice, O roaringsea’s domain;
Exult, O fields of golden grain.
By rustling woods let praise begiven.

8. Sing to theLORD with exultation,
For He is King of all creation.
Behold, Hecomes! Yourjoy express!
He comes with truth andrighteousness
To judge the earth and rule itsnations.
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3. The hills, as wax by fire,
All melt before Hisire,
When God on His creation
Pours flaming indignation.
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The heavens in awe express
His perfect righteousness.
Let all the nations see
His gloriousmajesty,
His royal power confess.

4. To shame are put allthey
Who in their folly pray
To idols, man’s creation,
And worthless for salvation.
The LORD we bring ourlaud,
For He alone is God!
Come, all you gods, draw near,
Bow down to Him in fear,
By His dominion awed.

5. O Zion, lift your voice,
Within your gates rejoice!
Thy judgments, LORD, soglorious,
Made Judah all victorious.
Her daughters sing withmirth,
For high above theearth,
Thou, who art God alone,
Hast made Thyself a throne
And magnified Thy worth.

6. The LORD shows love to him
Who hates and flees fromsin.
His saints the LORD willever
From wicked men deliver.
Behold, both joy andlight
Will dawn for the upright.
Thank Him with heart and voice,
In His greatName rejoice,
And glory in His might.
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2. He has remembered all Hismercy,
His faithfulness toIsrael.
The ends of earth have seen His glory;
In victory did He excel.
Now make a joyful noise before Him;
O all the earth, His praises sing!
With loud acclaim let all adore Him
And let the joyful anthemsring!
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3. Join to the harp your glad rejoicing;
A psalm of adoration sing,
With trumpet and with cornet voicing
Your joyful praise to God the King.
Let oceansroar withall their fulness,
The world and all thatdwell therein.
Acclaim the LORD’s great power withboldness;
Exalt Him ever and again.

4. Let all the streams in joyousunion
Now clap their hands andpraise accord,
The mountains join in glad communion
And leap with joy before theLORD.
He comes, He comes to judge thepeoples
In righteousness andequity;
He will redeem the world fromevil
And righteous shall His judgmentbe!
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3. Thou in Jacob’s landhastby Thy ownhand
Right andtruth maintained,equity ordained.
At His footstool bow and revere Himnow.
Praise Him, high andlowly, for the LORD isholy.

4. Moses to Him prayed,Aaron sought His aid;
Later Samuelcalled on Him aswell.
They cried out to Him,and He answeredthem;
He in tribulation heardtheir supplication.

5. He to Israel spokein a cloud ofsmoke;
They His glory saw,worshipped Him withawe.
He, the LORD, their Guide,statutes did provide
Which His chosennation kept with dedication.

6. When they called on Thee,Thou didst hear theirplea;
Thou didstpardon them,though avengingsin.
Come to Zion’s hill and perform God’s will;
Praise Him, high andlowly, for the LORD isholy.

252

&

#

˙
˙

˙

Let them
œ

œ
œ

spread the fame

˙ œ
œ

of His awe-

œ
˙

some Name;

Ó

#
˙ ˙

Hol- y

œ
œ

œ

is the LORD

˙
œ
œ

and to be

œ
˙

a -dored.

Ó

#
˙ ˙

Let them

œ
œ

œ

praise their King,

˙ œ
œ

of His jus-

œ
˙

tice sing.

Ó

#

˙

˙

Wor- ship

œ
œ ˙

Him up-right -

œ
˙

ly; He,

œ
œ œ

the King, is

˙
W

might - y.

PSALM 99

Geneva, 1562

2.

1

)



2. Know thatthe LORD isGod alone;
He made us,and we are His own,
His people, who extol His ways,
The sheep thatin His pasturesgraze.

3. Come, enter then Hisgates with praise
And in His courts your voicesraise.
Give thanks toHim andbless His Name;
Within His house yourjoy proclaim.

4. The LORDis good, andevermore
His love andmercy will endure.
All generationsHe will bless
In His unchanging faithfulness.
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2. I’ll wisely tread the pathway of perfection.
When wilt Thou come, O LORD, for my direction?
I’ll walk within my house with blamelessheart,
From sin apart.

3. No base and worthless thing will I havenear me,
And all apostasy I hate sincerely.
Thosewho in secret other men defame
I’ll put to shame.

4. The proud of eye and heart I will notsuffer,
But to the faithful I will friendshipoffer.
The man who walks in all integrity
Shall wait on me.

5. Deceitful men shall from my presencevanish,
For liars I will from my householdbanish,
And those whospread their tales of slandershall
Not with me dwell.
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6. To all the nation I will justicerender;
I will destroy the criminal offender,
And everyday Thy city’s peace, OLORD,
Will I safeguard.
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3. While I lie awake insorrow,
I am like a lonelysparrow
Perching on the housetophigh.
Like the pelican amI,
And the owl; in desolation
Have such birds their habitation.
In my loneliness Ilanguish,
For I suffer constantanguish.
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4. All day long my foes deride me;
They with curses have defied me.
I no longer eat mybread,
But with ashes I amfed;
With my drink my tears areblended,
For Thy wrath has not yetended.
Thou didst in Thy angertake me
And an outcast Thou didstmake me.

5. Like anevening shadow,fleeting,
Soon in night its span completing,
So mydays do quicklypass,
For I wither as thegrass.
But, O LORD, Thou changestnever,
For Thou art enthroned forever.
Thy great Name and revelation
Last through every generation.

6. LORD, Thou wilt arise in pity
On Thy house and holycity.
It is time to show Thyface,
The appointed time forgrace.
Thou wilt hear our supplication
When we pray for restoration.
Those who serve Thee, LORD, sincerely,
Love the stones of Ziondearly.

7. All the nations shall revere Thee;
All the kings of earth shallfear Thee,
For Thoushalt Thy citybuild,
To be with Thy glory filled.
Thou shalt set Thy congregation
Firm on Zion’s strong foundation.
When we pray, LORD, Thou shalthear us;
When wesuffer, Thou art near us.
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9. God has tried me in Hisrigour,
And He broke my strength andvigour.
“O my God, my God,” Ipray,
“Do not yet take me away.
Thou whose years endure forever,
Do not yet my life-threadsever.
LORD of every generation,
Answer Thou my supplication.”
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10. Thou didst lay the earth’s foundation,
Mighty God of all creation.
Thou didstframe the vast extent
Of the lofty firmament.
But they both shall fall andtumble;
What may seem secure shallcrumble.
Like a garment one maycherish,
So will they wear out andperish.

11. Like a cloak, Thy whole creation,
From the skies to earth’s foundation,
Thou dost change; it fades away,
But Thou art the same foraye.
LORD, the children of Thyservants,
All the line of their descendants,
Shall in safety dwell before Thee,
For Thy steadfast love adore Thee.
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2. Bless Him whowith His steadfast mercycrowns you,
Who with His love and faithfulness surrounds you,
Whogrants His bounteousgifts your whole lifethrough.
To Him whoshows His righteousness singpraises;
From their affliction He His peopleraises.
Your youth He, like the eagle’s, will renew.

3. To the oppressed His justice He discloses.
His glorious ways He once made known toMoses;
TheLORD revealed His deeds to Israel.
He will not always chide, but, mercyshowing,
His steadfastcov’nant love on us bestowing,
He’ll stay His wrath; the LORD is merciful.
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4. The LORD hasdealt with us in great compassion,
Not punishedus according to transgression.
High as the soaring heavens, without end,
So great Hismercy is to those whofear Him,
And He the sins of all those who revere Him
Removes as far aseast from west extends.

5. A father with his children sympathizes;
Likewise forus God’s pity swiftly rises.
Let all who fear Him in His mercytrust.
He knows ourframe, that it is weak andhumble;
He keeps inmind how prone we are tostumble.
TheLORD recalls that we are onlydust.

6. The life of man isfleeting like thegrasses,
And like a flower, when the stormwindpasses,
It soon is gone: its place knows it no more.
But God’s unfailing love shall neverperish,
For everlastingly the LORD will cherish
Thosewho revere Him and His Name adore.

7. For children’s children, through the generations,
The LORD shallwork His glorious vindication,
His righteousness revealing, as ofyore,
To those whokeep His precepts in obedience
And to His cov’nantshow their full allegiance,
His steadfast love endures for evermore.

8. God has Histhrone high in the heavensfounded;
He governsall, by angel-hosts surrounded.
Youmighty servants, all His ways extol!
O bless theLORD, created works inunion,
Throughout all places of His vast dominion.
Extol the LORD andbless Him, O mysoul.
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2. The earth, which Thou hast founded, none canshake.
The raging deep Thou as itscloak didst make,
And evenmountainswere concealed thereunder.
Waves rushed and fled at Thy rebuke, Thythunder;
Hills then sprang up, while valleys sank and drowned.
To mightyoceansThou didst set abound;
Thou didst appoint a place for them, thatnever
Their roaring floods the earth again mightcover.
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3. Thou makest springs gush forth in vales and dells.
Between the hills, brooksflow from sparkling wells
And quench thethirst of beasts infield and forest;
Wild asses drink the waters which Thoupourest.
Therebirds of heaven dwell in shrub andtree;
They sing among thebranches, praisingThee.
Hills drenchest Thou from heaven, where Thou livest;
The earth issatisfied with all Thougivest.

4. Thou madest grass for cattle and wild beasts,
And plants for man, whoon Thybounties feasts.
Oil makes hisface to shine whenhe rejoices
In bread and wine and then Thy praises voices.
Well-wateredare God’strees; it rains upon
His cedarsplanted throughout Lebanon.
Therein the tree-tops are the storks residing;
Goatsroam the crags where badgers find ahiding.

5. To mark the months Thou,LORD, hast made themoon.
At Thy command the sun turnsdusk to noon,
And when Thyday by night is overtaken,
Then in the forest all the beasts awaken.
Young lions roar andask from God their prey,
But when thedawn appears they steal away
And lie down in their dens, the sunlightscorning.
Then man awakes and greets the dewymorning.

6. Man goes forth to his work when morningcalls
And labours till the eveningshadow falls.
O LORD, Thymany glorious works astound us;
In wisdom hast Thou made them all around us.
Of Thy greatrichesThy creationsings.
Thy oceanteems with countless livingthings;
It is for ships a place to make their way in,
And for Leviathan a place toplay in.
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8. The glory of the LORD forever stands;
May He rejoice in all that He commands.
He looks onearth and makes creation shiver;
He touches mountains and they smoke andquiver.
I’ll sing toGod as long as I shalllive;
May to theLORD my worship pleasuregive.
But may all sinners from the earth be driven.
Bless God, mysoul! To Him all praise be given.
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2. Turn to theLORD, who fails us never,
And seek Hisface, Hisstrength, forever.
Recall the wonders Hehaswrought,
The righteous judgments Hehas taught.
Remember these, you chosen ones,
O Abraham’s offspring,Jacob’s sons!

3. He is the LORD, ourGod unfailing,
His judgmentseverywhere prevailing.
He will remember and uphold
His covenant made in days of old.
The steadfast words Hedid command
A thousand generations stand.
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5. When few in number and neglected
They by the nations were rejected,
And when they wandered far and wide,
The LORD remainedtheir faithful Guide.
So none His peoplecould oppress;
Kings could not curse whenGod did bless.

6. He said, “Touchnot whom I anointed,
Nor harm theprophets I appointed.”
When famine came on God’s command
And hunger ravaged Canaan’s land
In breaking everystaff of bread,
The LORD had sent aman ahead.
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7. Sold as a slave and torn by anguish
Did Josephfar in Egypt languish;
Forgotten andwith ironschained,
Therein a prison he remained
Until the king about him knew,
And then the LORD’s wordproved him true.

8. Theking calledJoseph and released him,
His prophecies and counsels pleased him;
He made him master of the land,
Gave all he had into his hand,
To guide his princeson their course,
To show his elderswisdom’s source.

9. Then Israel with kin andcattle
Went down toEgypt there tosettle.
Rich blessings didthe LORD bestow;
He made them stronger than their foe,
Whose hearts He turned tillthey did treat
His chosen servantswith deceit.

10. TheLORD sentMosesas theirsaviour
With Aaron, whom He chose tofavour,
And through their wordsHe wroughtfor them
Great wonders in the land of Ham.
Deep darkness coveredit by day,
Yet they did not God’sword obey.

11. He turned toblood both stream andriver.
To frogs didHe their land deliver;
They into inner chamberswent.
Then swarming fliesand gnats He sent.
Their fields and orchardshailstorms lashed;
Throughout the land thelightning flashed.

267

PSALM 105



13. With silver and withgold provided,
They went, by God their Shepherdguided.
How glad was Egypt when they left;
Of all its pride it was bereft.
God spread a cloud andgave a light
To point the way byday and night.

14. The winds broughtquails when they did crave them;
Abundantbread fromheav’n Hegave them.
Out of the rock God’s mighty hand
Made rivers flow in desert land;
His promise, made to Abraham,
He kept and safely guided them.
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15. God led themforth with joy andsinging,
Their voices with His praisesringing;
He gave to themthe nations’ land,
Filled with their fruit His people’s hand,
That they might serve Himall their days.
O Israel, to the LORD give praise!

2. Remember me, O LORD, when Thou
Thy own with favourdost endow;
When Thou dostsave them,me deliver,
That with Thy flock I may engage
In praising Thee, O graciousGiver,
And glory with Thyheritage.
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4. Our fathers, failing to recall
God’s wondrous works forIsrael,
How He with blessings would provide them,
Did His abounding love deny;
They at the Red Sea shore defied Him,
Rebelled against the LORD Most High.

5. Yet for the sake of His greatName,
His mighty powerto proclaim,
The roaring waves He then divided.
At His rebuke the Red Seafled;
As through adesertthey wereguided,
And through the deep theywent ahead.

270

&

#

#
˙

˙ ˙

Both we

1 œ
˙ œ

and all our

œ œ
˙

fa - thers, LORD,

Ó

#

#
˙ œ

œ

Have done the

œ
œ

˙

sins by Thee

˙
˙

ab- horred;

Ó

#

#
˙
œ
œ

In - i - qui -

˙
˙

ty we

œ
œ

˙

have com- mit-
˙

ted

Ó

#

#

˙
œ

œ

And we have

˙
˙

act - ed

œ œ
˙

wick- ed- ly;

Ó

#

#

˙
œ
œ

Yet of - ten

˙
˙

hast Thou

œ
œ ˙

us ac- quit -

˙

ted

Ó

#

#
˙

œ œ

Though we did

œ
œ

˙

not re - mem -

˙
W

ber Thee.

PSALM 106

 Geneva, 1562

3.



6. Their enemy God put torout;
He set them free andled them out.
Before His ire all Egyptcowered;
Not one escaped His anger’sblaze.
His people’sfoes the sea devoured.
Then they believed andsang His praise.

7. His works and words they soon forgot;
Against His counsel they did plot,
And Him with lustful cravingstaunted.
They put theirSaviourto the test,
And when He gave them all theywanted,
He scourged them with adeadly pest.

8. When jealousmen in envyrose
God’s chosen leadersto oppose,
The earth beneath themsplit, and swallowed
Those who withDathandid conspire,
And who Abiram’s lead hadfollowed.
The wicked perishedin the fire.

9. At Horeb’s mounta calf theymade
And to a moltenimage prayed.
They had for it exchanged God’ssplendour,
The glory nothing can surpass.
They, scorningGod, theirgreat Defender,
Revered a bullock eating grass.

10. Their God and Saviour they forgot,
He who had changed theirdreary lot,
Who showed toEgypt all His power,
His wondrousworks and majesty,
Who made theland of Ham tocower
With dreadful things atthe Red Sea.
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12. Then they despisedthe pleasant land
And trusted not His mighty hand.
His steadfastpromise not believing,
They sulked andgrumbled in their tents.
The LORD withdisobedience grieving,
His word and will they did resent.

13. He swore that He would slay themall,
That in the desertthey would fall
Because ofall their provocations,
And that theirsons at His command
Would be dispersed among the nations,
And scattered overall the lands.
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14. By Baal Peor’s lure misled,
They ate from offersfor the dead,
Provoked theLORD, who neverwronged them.
He saw theirdeeds, His wrath arose;
A deadlyplague broke out among them,
Because they Midian’sidol chose.

15. Then Phin’has roseto intervene;
The plague was stayed when God had seen
How he denounced theirprovocations
And chastisedthem for wickedness.
It has been through all generations
Accounted him forrighteousness.

16. At Meribah they spurned God’swill,
And there with Mosesit went ill.
Embitteredby their profanations,
God’s enviouswrath he did provoke
When, roused byburning indignation,
With rashness angrywords he spoke.

17. They disobeyed the LORD’s command
To slay the peoples of the land,
But there theymingled with thenations.
They learned howin their sins toshare,
Served Canaan’svain abominations;
Its gods became forthem a snare.

18. God saw how they, to sin enticed,
Their sons and daughterssacrificed,
Their own to evil demonsoffered,
How they the blood of innocents
To evil gods of Canaanproffered
And paid to idolsreverence.

273

PSALM 106



20. Then did the LORD stand up in rage
And He abhorred Hisheritage;
Surrend’ring Israel to thenations,
The LORD toslavery did condemn
Those who hadroused Hisindignation.
Their enemies ruledover them.

21. Time after time He set themfree,
Though they did neverbend their knee
But were rebellious and defied Him.
They sank into iniquity;
God made theirenemies deride them
Till they lamentedbitterly.
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22. Then He regarded their distress,
He heard their cry andgave redress;
God in His steadfast love relented.
No longer did He those condemn
Who of their evils had repented.
He caused their foes topity them.

23. Save us, O LORD our God, wepray,
Bring back Thy people gone astray,
And take themfrom among thenations,
That to Thygreat and holy Name
We may givethanks with jubilation
And glory in Thywondrous fame.

24. Blest be the God of Israel
Whose deeds in majesty excel;
From age toage praise Him forever.
Let all the people “Amen!” say,
Extol His Name, whofails usnever.
Praise Him, the LORD ourGod, for aye!

275

PSALM 106



2. Let His redeemed nowsay this —
Those whom theLORD set free —
For He their strength andstay is;
Gone is their enemy.
Let all thenpraise His Name!
In far-off lands Hesought them.
From east andwest they came;
From north and south Hebrought them.
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3. Some, wand’ringin wasteplaces,
Found nowherethey could stay.
God heard them and was gracious;
He led them on their way.
With thirst andhunger weak,
They cried to God tosave them
From desertsdry and bleak.
A place of rest Hegave them.

4. God led them to a city
Where they couldsafely dwell;
He showed them love andpity.
Let them Hiswonders tell,
And let their anthems rise.
His steadfast love relieves them.
Their thirst He satisfies;
No more their hungergrieves them.

5. Some chained in gloomyprisons
Endured His anger’s rod.
They had rebelled andrisen
Against thewords of God.
His counselthey had spurned,
The Most High’s voice neglected.
In vain for help they yearned;
They were by all rejected.

6. They cried to God tosave them;
He broke theirshackles all
And liberty Hegave them;
The gloom did He dispel.
Let them God’s love adore
And at His marvelswonder;
He shattersgreat bronze doors,
Snapsiron bars asunder.
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8. To them Hisword revealing,
He came withpower to save,
Stretched out Hishand ofhealing
And snatched them from the grave.
Let them all thank the LORD,
Their sacrificesbringing,
And His greatdeeds record
With joyful shouts andsinging.
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9. Some who in ships weresailing
The ocean’smighty sweep
Saw there God’s power prevailing
In wondersof the deep.
The tempest,when He spoke,
Caused waves to rise likemountains
That roared and fell and broke
Into wild, foamingfountains.

10. They were distressed and humbled,
Their soul didmelt away;
Like drunken men theystumbled
In terror and dismay.
The LORD sawtheir despair,
And when to Him theyshouted,
He heard their fervent prayer;
The raging storm Herouted.

11. The LORD, their fears allaying,
Bade storm andwind be still;
Hushed were the waves, obeying
Their Maker’s word and will.
How happywere the men
When He the calm provided
And He their ship again
To longed-for havensguided.

12. Let all thenthank their Saviour
And sing theirsongs of praise;
He showed them love andfavour
In manywondrous ways.
Let them exalt His fame
Within their congregation;
Let elderspraise His Name
In solemn convocation.
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14. Into cool streams Hechanges
A thirsty desert land;
In parched and barren ranges
Flow springs atHis command.
There He reveals His grace,
Showshungry ones Hispity,
Al lows them in that place
To build themselves a city.
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15. He grants them fields for sowing
And vineyardsto prepare;
In harvestsoverflowing
They see God’s wondrous care.
His favour does not cease;
Their garners they replenish.
In numbersthey increase;
Their herds do not diminish.

16. God pours contempt on princes
When they His own oppress,
Drives them with their pretences
Into the wilderness.
He, lifting them from woe,
His people does remember;
Like flocks theirfamilies grow,
For He adds to their number.

17. The upright with elation
God’s mightyworks acclaim;
The wicked of all nations,
Struckdumb, areput to shame.
Let wise menthen regard
All this with awe and wonder,
And, turning to the LORD,
Let them His mercyponder.
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2. Great is, O God,Thy steadfast love
Right to the heavens and above;
Thy faithfulness soarsto the skies.
Let over earth Thy glory rise;
Let, reachingto the clouds, Thypraise
Transcend ourearthly humanways.
Now rescue Thy belovednation.
O God, reply! Sendus salvation!
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3. TheLORD spoke inHis holiness
And gave these steadfastpromises:
“Shechem and SuccothI’ll subdue,
Moab and Edom conquer too.
Manasseh’stribe belongs tome,
While Ephraimshall my helmetbe,
And Judahis my sceptreglorious;
In Palestine I’ll be victorious.”

4. Who will to me the stronghold show
And help me intoEdom go?
Are we cast off because of sin?
When wilt Thou leadour host again?
LORD, guide usas none other can,
For worthlessis the aid of man.
With God we’ll rise to bold endeavour,
For He will crush ourfoes forever.
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2. They rave and without cause abuse me
And in return for love accuse me.
I pray for those who have abhorred me;
With evil they for goodreward me.
LORD, Thou dost see itfrom above;
With hatred they repay my love.

3. Appoint a wicked man toseize him.
Let his accuser not release him;
To him beguilt and blame awarded.
His prayers beall as sin regarded!
His days be few, his life distressed,
His goods by other men possessed.
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4. Waifs be the sons he has begotten;
His wife be widowed and forgotten.
And when they beg, let nought begiven;
They from their ruined homesbe driven.
May creditors seizeall he won,
His work by strangers be undone!

5. May he bebanished from thecity,
None show his children any pity.
May his posterity be banished,
Cut off, until his namehas vanished!
Let men his father’s sins record,
His mother’s guilt before theLORD.

6. May it be always recollected
That he mistreated the afflicted,
That to the destitute he never
Showed anykindness, any favour;
The poor and brokenhearted he
Chased to their death, relentlessly.

7. He loved to curse, may curses press him!
He scoffed at blessings, may nonebless him!
He as agarment wore hiscursing,
His evil and his hatred nursing.
May all the ills hedid and spoke
Like oil into his bodysoak.

8. His cursing be a cloak around him,
A belt that with his guilt has bound him.
May all whowithout cause accuse me
And speak theirevil to abuseme
Receive all these things from the LORD
As their appropriate reward.
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10. An evening shadow, soon departed,
A locust, shaken off, discarded —
These do Iin my woe resemble.
My knees, through fasting weakened, tremble;
My body gaunt, all strength has fled,
And my accusers wag their head.

11. Help me, O LORD my God, andhear me.
In Thy unfailing love be near me!
Do justiceto Thy foes who shun it
And let themknow that Thouhast doneit.
LORD, let them curse, butdo Thou bless,
And save me in Thy righteousness.
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12. Put Thou toshame those who attack me
And with their taunts torment andrack me;
But may Thy servant sing withgladness,
Saved by Thy hand from grief and sadness.
Dishonour all whome accuse;
Clothe them with shame and with abuse!

13. I’ll thank the LORD for His salvation
And praise Him in the congregation,
For at the right hand of theneedy
Stands He who in His loveshall heedme.
Though foes the poor manmay condemn,
The LORD Himself saves him from them.

2. To Thee theLORD will send forth out of Zion
The sceptreof authority andmight.
Amidst Thyenemies show Thy dominion
And rule themby Thy own God-given right.
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4. TheLORD hasmade an oath He will not sever:
“Af ter theorder of Melchizedek
Thou art a Priest, a Priest to Me forever.”
This He has sworn; He will not take it back.

5. The LORD isat Thy right hand; He willshatter
The kings whenHe comes on the day ofwrath,
And all the nations He will judge and slaughter;
He crushesthose whostand upin Thy path.

6. Brooksby theway refresh Him with theirwater;
He will in His campaign not faint orfall.
He will not waver in His steps nor falter,
But will lift up His head andrule o’er all.
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2. In majesty and glory stand
The works of His almighty hand.
His righteousness endures forever.
He caused His wondrous actsto be
Preserved in thought and memory.
The steadfast love of God failsnever.

3. The LORD upholds with open hand
All those who honour His command:
He keeps His covenant obligations.
His mightydeeds has Hemade known:
He gave His people,as their own,
The heritage of heathennations.
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5. To Israel Heredemption sent;
Eternal is God’s covenant.
His holy Name is all-surpassing!
The fear of God is wisdom’s source,
A light to all whowalk its course.
O LORD, Thy praise is everlasting!
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2. The just shall thrive in all endeavour;
His righteousness endures forever.
He is compassionate andgracious.
Behold how light the gloom displaces:
In darkest night it for himrises
Who fair is in his enterprises.

3. While generosity revealing,
He justice shows in all hisdealings.
He stands upon a firm foundation;
Unending is his name’s duration.
The righteous, in the LORD confiding,
Is not afraid of evil tidings.
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2. God far above all nationsdwells;
His glory heav’nly heights excels,
For who compares in might and splendour
With Him, the LORD, whofrom His throne
On earth and on theheav’ns looks down?
Let all to Him their praisesrender.

3. God saves the needy from disgrace
And lifts them to an honouredplace
Among the princesof His nation.
His favour makes the barren spouse
A joyful motherin her house.
Praised be theLORD with exultation.
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2. The waves rolledback, the sea fled at the sight,
The Jordan turned its waters back in fright;
Dread came on all creation.
The mountainsshook and skipped like frightenedrams;
The hills weretottering and hid likelambs
In fear and consternation.

3. Why so afraid, why do you run,O sea?
And Jordan,why do youturn backand flee
At Israel’s vindication?
Why, mountains,do youskip like frightened rams?
Why, hills, are you upset like shiveringlambs
In fear and desolation?
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4. Tremble, Oearth, before the LORD, and fear,
For Jacob’sGod in glory did appear
On Horeb’s holy mountain.
He turns therock into a sparklingstream;
The granite cliffs He makes with cascades gleam
From newborn spring andfountain.

2. Our God in heav’n, enthroned midst cherubim,
Will bring to pass whatever pleases Him.
The idols of thenations,
Though skilful works of silver and ofgold,
Are merelythings thathands of men didmould
Into abominations.
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4. Men have made gods withhands that cannotfeel,
And at dead feet do their adorers kneel.
Though precious stones encrust them,
Yet from theirmouths a sound can nevercome.
Their makerswill, like them, grow deaf anddumb,
And so will all who trust them.

5. O Israel, trust in your mighty LORD!
PraiseHim, your help and shield, withone accord;
His power will protect you.
O house of Aaron,put in God yourtrust;
All you who fear Him, in the LORD findrest
When troubles may afflict you.
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6. The LORD will not forget us but willbless
His people who their faith inHim confess
With thanks for all Hegave them.
On Aaron’s house andon His Israel,
On all who fear Him shall His blessings dwell;
Both small and great, Hesaves them.

7. May He, the LORD, give you a rich increase,
Youand your children with His bounties please;
May you be blessed fromheaven
By Him whoheav’n’s and earth’s foundations laid.
His are the heavens,but the earth He made
The LORD to man has given.

8. The dead cannot in God the LORD rejoice;
Thosewho go down to silence cannot voice
A new song to revere Him.
But we will bless the LORD for evermore,
From this time forth and always Him adore.
Praise then the LORD and fear Him.

297

PSALM 115



2. Thecords ofdeath held me in deep despair;
The terrors of the grave caused me to languish.
I suffereduntold grief and bitteranguish;
In my distress I turned to God inprayer.

3. I cried toHim, “Oh, I beseech Thee,LORD,
Preserve mylife andprove Thyself my Saviour!”
The LORD is just and He shows grace andfavour;
In boundlessmercyHe fulfils His word.

4. The LORD preserves thehelpless graciously;
For, when broughtlow, in Him I found salvation.
Come, O mysoul, relieved from tribulation,
Turn to your rest; the LORD has favouredme.

5. O righteousLORD, Thouin Thy sovereigngrace
Hast saved mysoul from death and woe appalling,
Dried all my tears and kept my feet fromfalling,
That I may live and walk before Thyface.
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6. I have believed, and therefore did Ispeak
When I was made to suffer tribulation;
I said in haste and bitter consternation:
All men arefalse, and guileful ways theyseek.

7. What shall I render to my Saviournow
For all the riches of His consolation?
With joy I’ll take the cup of His salvation,
And call upon His Name with thankful vow.

8. In all His people’s presence I willpay
My vows toHim, the LORD so good andgracious.
To God the death of all His saints isprecious;
In times of grief He is their help andstay.

9. I am, OLORD, Thy servant, bound yetfree,
Thy handmaid’sson, whose shackles Thou hast broken.
Redeemed bygrace, I’ll render as atoken
Of gratitude my constant praise to Thee.

10. Jerusalem! Within your courts I’ll praise
The LORD’s greatName, and with a spirit lowly
Payall my vows. OZion, fair and holy,
Comejoin with me andbless Him all yourdays!
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2. I cried to God in my affliction;
He answered me andset me free.
The LORD Himself is my protection.
What can a man then do tome?
On all my foes I look in triumph;
With God I face themfearlessly.
I’ll put no confidence in princes;
The LORD, He shall my refuge be.
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4. Hear in the dwelling of the righteous
Their joyful songs ofvictory:
“The LORD’s right hand is high exalted,
The LORD’s right hand does valiantly!”
I shall notdie, but live, and praise Him;
In song His deeds mytheme shall be.
Al though the LORD has sorelychastened,
He has from death deliveredme.

302

&

#

˙
˙

œ œ

I was sur-

œ œ
œ

œ

round- ed by all

˙
˙

na- tions,

Ó

#
˙

œ œ

But I sub -

œ

œ
˙

dued them in

˙ ˙

His Name;

Ó

#

˙
œ

œ

And though they

œ œ
œ
œ

swarmed like bees a-

˙
˙

round me,

Ó

#
˙

œ œ

I beat them

œ
œ œ

œ

down like thorns a-

˙

flame.

Ó

#
˙ œ

œ

I was hard

˙ ˙

pressed and

œ
œ
˙

close to fall -
˙

ing;

Ó

#

˙

œ œ

To my sup -

œ
œ

˙

port the LORD

˙
˙

then came.

Ó

#

˙ œ
œ

He is my

œ
œ

œ œ

song and my sal -

˙
˙

va- tion;

Ó

#
˙

œ
œ

His strength is

œ
œ œ

œ

ev- er-more the

W

same.

PSALM 118

1543/Geneva, 1551

3.

1



5. I’ll thank the LORD; now let meenter.
Unlock the gates ofrighteousness.
The righteous shall here be admitted,
For this indeed the LORD’s gateis.
I thank Thee,LORD, that Thou hastheard me
And rescued me frommy distress.
Thou hast become, LORD, my salvation;
All those who seek Thee wilt Thoubless.

6. The stone the builders had rejected
Was chosen as thecornerstone.
This marvellous act, most unexpected,
The doing is of God alone.
This is theday the LORD created;
Now let us sing withjoyful tones.
Grantus prosperity, wepray Thee;
O LORD, save those who are Thyown.

7. Blest he who in the LORD’s Nameenters!
We bless you from thehouse of God.
He is our strength and our salvation;
The LORD has shed His light abroad.
Bind festaloff’rings to the altar;
With sacrificesbring Him laud.
Shoutforth your joy within His temple.
O praise the LORD, for He is God.

8. Thou art my God; I will extol Thee.
Thou,mighty LORD, hastrescued me.
For Thy unfailing love and mercy
I offer now my thanks to Thee.
O thank theLORD for all His goodness,
For most compassionate is He.
His steadfast grace and lovingkindness
Endure through all eternity.
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2. How blest arethey who shun iniquities,
Thy holy law with diligence observing.
Thou hast laid down Thy statutes and decrees,
To be obeyed in faithfulness unswerving.
O may I but submit myself tothese
And so goforth, a steady course preserving.

3. I know thatI shall not be put to shame
If I but with attention undivided
Heedthe commands which Thou, LORD, didst proclaim.
I thank Theefor the law Thou hast provided;
I worshipThee and praise Thy holyName.
Forsake menot; byThee let me beguided.
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4. How can ayouth preserve his way, OLORD,
And keep itfree ofevil and transgression?
By guarding it according to Thy word:
O let myheart be wholly Thy possession,
That by Thyservantsin may be abhorred.
Let me not stray, denying my confession.

5. Thy words I have laid up within my heart;
I keep Thyfaithful promise as mytreasure,
Lest I shouldever from Thy ways depart.
O LORD, how blest Thouart beyond allmeasure.
Thy statutesand decrees to me impart,
For in Thy law I find my greatest pleasure.

6. In Thy commandmentsI take great delight;
They are thesubject of my meditation.
The path markedby Thy law I’ll keep in sight
And guard myself against all deviation.
Thy holy word I’ll not neglect orslight;
Thy statutesare the cause of my elation.

7. Grantthe desire that in my heart arose,
That I maykeep Thy precepts while surviving.
Remove myblindness and to me expose
The marvelsfrom Thy ord’nances deriving.
To me, a stranger here, Thy law disclose,
Thy servantnot of Thy commands depriving.

8. By night and day forThy decrees I long;
My soul consumes itself in constant yearning.
Thou dost rebuke the proud for all their wrongs —
Thosewho, accursed, from Thy commands are turning.
LORD, set mefree fromtheir insulting tongues;
I’ve kept Thylaw, Thy holy will discerning.
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10. Behold, mysoul is cleaving to thedust;
Revive meas Thou in Thy word haststated.
All I have done I have to Thee confessed,
And Thou tome Thy answer hast related.
Teach me Thystatutes, excellent andjust;
Then may Thy wondrous works be contemplated.

11. LORD, comfortme asI in sorrow weep;
According to Thy faithful word, restore me.
Thy servantfar from ways of falsehoodkeep;
Grant me by grace Thy law and testimony.
With vigour on the way of truth I’ll leap;
Thy sacredord’nances I’ve set before me.
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12. Seehow I to Thy testimoniescling;
Do not subject me to humiliation.
Thy preceptsare my guide in everything;
I’ll run thecourse markedout by Thy dictation,
For from Thyholy law true joy doesspring;
It is thesource of all my exultation.

13. Teachme, OLORD, theway set out byThee,
And I will keep Thy statutes to thefinish.
Bless me withinsight so that constantly
I may withall my heart Thy preceptscherish.
Reveal thepath of Thy decrees tome,
For Thy commandments joy and pleasure furnish.

14. Unto Thyword of law incline myheart,
That all Thy precepts I may search andponder.
From Thy commandments let me not depart;
To thoughts ofgain let not my spiritwander.
Restrain melest I wistful glancesdart
At vanities. O LORD, let me notflounder.

15. Keep me fromsin and give me life instead.
Fulfil the promise made to those whofear Thee.
Turn Thou away the censure which Idread,
For Thy decrees are good. How I sincerely
Long for Thy law, by which I may beled!
O righteousLORD, grant life, for I revere Thee.

16. May Thy unfailing mercy come tome;
As Thou hastpromised,show me Thy salvation.
Then if I meet with scorn and mockery,
I’ll give myanswer without hesitation,
For I haveput my confidence in Thee;
LORD, Thou hastsworn togrant me liberation.
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18. UndauntedI will kings and princesface;
I will before them speak of Thy salvation
And not be put to shame or be disgraced.
Thy law I love andhold in veneration.
Thy preceptsI revere; their path I’ll trace.
I will attend to them in meditation.

19. Be mindful of Thy servant and recall
The steadfastword which Thou, O LORD, hast spoken.
Though troublesand affliction me befall,
Thy statutesdo Thy faithfulness betoken;
I have gainedlife throughThy commandments all:
Thy holy promise never shall bebroken!
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20. The proud havetreated me with utterscorn,
Yet from Thylaw I have not deviated.
I am consoled. Why should I sit andmourn?
I keep inview whatThou of old haststated.
By gusts offlaming anger I amtorn
When evil men forsake Thy law andhate it.

21. Thy statutesare thetheme of all mysongs
Wherever here on earth I may be dwelling.
All through thenight Thy praise do I prolong
Within my heart, as from a fountainwelling.
I’ve kept Thylaw, I sing with joyfultongue:
Thy preceptsare ablessing all-excelling.

22. O LORD, Thouart my portion and mylot,
And to Thywords I am by vow committed.
With all my heart Thy favour I havesought;
Recall Thy promise, LORD, and grace exhibit.
Whenever to Thy ways I turned inthought,
To Thy instructionalways I’ve submitted.

23. With haste Iact and ever am prepared
To honourThy commands without postponing.
Though foes may for Thy servant set asnare,
I’ve kept Thylaw, no negligence condoning.
At midnight I my thanks to Thee declare;
I praise Thyjust decrees, a psalm intoning.

24. With all who fear TheeI keep company —
Thosefor Thy preceptsvenerationshowing.
Thy mercyis poured forth abundantly,
And with Thy love theearth is overflowing.
O LORD, reveal Thy statutes all tome
And so unfold the knowledge most worthknowing.
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26. O Thou artgood and, LORD, Thou doestgood.
Teachme; byThy commands let me beguided.
My name issmeared by false men, proud andrude,
But with Thy law wholeheartedly I’vesided.
They in their godlesshearts are gross andcrude,
But as for me, Thy words have joy provided.

27. How good it is thatI have sufferedpain,
For thus in all Thy statutes Thou didstschool me.
Thy holy law, whichThou, LORD, didst ordain,
Is better far than wealth; O let itrule me.
Thy ordinances are my greatestgain,
For gold andsilver can no longerfool me.
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28. LORD, Thou hastfashionedme with Thy ownhands;
By Thee Ionce was moulded and created.
Give me theninsight into Thy commands,
That to Thy law I may be dedicated.
Those who revere Thee shall acclaim mystand.
Thy word I’ve trusted; hence they are elated.

29. I know, OLORD, Thy judgments all are just;
In faithfulness Thou’stbrought me tribulation.
As Thou hast promised — and Thy word Itrust —
Thy steadfastlove shall be my consolation.
In Thy compassion grant me life and rest:
Thy law is my delight and exultation.

30. Let proud and godless men be put toshame;
My cause theyhave deceitfully distorted.
But Thy decrees I’ll ponder and proclaim.
Let by mywords the faithful be exhorted.
May in Thy law my heart be free fromblame;
I’ll not beshamed when by the LORD supported.

31. LORD,how I long for Thee to set mefree,
But in Thy word I hope despite myanguish.
To Thee Icry, “When wilt Thou comfort me?”
With failing eyes I for Thy promiselanguish.
A wineskinin the smoke I seem tobe;
Yet Thy commandments I will not relinquish.

32. Thy testimony I do not forget,
The holy law whichThou hast instituted.
O how longmust Thyservant sufferyet?
Judge Thou theproud by whom I’m persecuted.
Their pits theydig andme with snares beset;
They flout Thyword and wickedly refute it.
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34. Thy word is in the heavens fixed foraye;
Eternal are Thy faithfulness andmercy.
When Thou didst Thy creative might display,
The earth wasset immovable before Thee.
By Thy decree, LORD, they stand firm today,
For all thingsare Thy servants and adore Thee.

35. If Thy commands had not been my delight,
I should haveperishedin my great affliction.
Thy preceptsI will not forget orslight,
For Thou hastshown me life by their direction.
Thy statutesI have pondered day andnight.
Since I am Thine, LORD, grant me Thy protection.
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36. Though evil men maylie in wait for me,
I will give thought to Thy divine instruction.
All things, however perfect they maybe,
Are marred withflaws and headed for destruction,
But the commandments once proclaimed byThee
Are unsurpassed, unequalled in perfection.

37. O how I love the precepts of Thy law!
I pore forever o’er its hallowedpages.
Sinceall the day I ponder it withawe,
I’m wiser than my foes and all their sages.
The insight which from Thy decrees I draw
Excels thatof my teachers and theaged.

38. In understandingI surpass theold;
I heed Thylaw, Thee, LORD, with fervourserving.
From evil courses, I my feet withhold,
In faithfulness Thyholy word observing.
Thou didst instruct me and Thy law unfold;
Thus I havekept Thyprecepts withoutswerving.

39. How pleasingare Thy promises, OLORD;
Far sweeterthan ishoney to my palate.
Thy testimonies true delight afford;
Throughthem I gain the wisdom evervalid.
Thus everypath of falsehood I’ve abhorred;
I shun deceit andfrom my ways repel it.

40. Thy word is as a lamp unto my feet,
A lantern shiningon the path before me.
I’ve sworn anoath andhere my vow repeat:
I’ll keep Thyjust decrees, LORD, and adore Thee.
I suffer in affliction and defeat;
Recall Thy steadfast promise and restore me.
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42. Thy testimoniesare forevermine —
My heritage andpermanent possession,
My joy, whichI shall in my heart enshrine —
And to their praise I ever give expression.
My heart toThy commandments I incline,
Unto theend refraining from transgression.

43. I hate thefickle and dividedheart;
I love Thylaw. On Thee I am dependent;
O LORD, myhiding-place and shield Thouart.
I trust Thyword andhope in its fulfilment.
You evildoers, all from me depart,
That I mayever keep my God’s commandments.
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44. Uphold me,LORD, lestI should hope in vain,
For on Thyword I base my expectation.
Fulfil Thy promise and my life sustain;
I look to Thee forrefuge and salvation.
O LORD, enable Thou me to maintain
Thy statutes;let them be my meditation.

45. All those whofrom Thy precepts go astray
Thou dost reject; in vain do they dissemble.
The wickedThou as dross wilt cast away;
I thereforelove Thy law. Let me notstumble.
I quake whenThou Thy judgments dost display;
In awe ofThee, OLORD, I fear andtremble.

46. I’ve kept Thy law; I’ve done what’s just and right.
O LORD, tomy oppressors do not leave me.
Be suretyfor my welfare, God ofmight;
Let not myhaughty foes oppress andgrieve me.
My eyes growdim with watching day and night
For Thee to keep Thy promise and relieve me.

47. Be mindful of Thy steadfast love, anddeal
With me in grace and mercy, I beseech Thee.
O LORD, Thy statutesand decrees reveal,
And all Thy wondrous testimoniesteach me.
Give me discernment and my blindnessheal;
Let all my pleas for understanding reach Thee.

48. ’Tis time forThee to act, O LORD. Behold,
By evil men Thylaw is violated.
I prize it more than all the finestgold;
My love for Thy commands is unabated.
My steps from ways of falsehood I withhold,
For by Thy law my course is regulated.
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50. For all Thy law I long wholeheartedly;
I pant andthirst, for all Thy statutesyearning.
As is Thy way with those who honourThee,
Be gracious, LORD, Thy face towards me turning.
Let works ofevil get no hold onme;
LORD, guide mysteps, Thypromises confirming.

51. Save me from man’s iniquitous designs,
That by ThypreceptsI may be directed.
LORD, let Thy face upon Thy servant shine;
Teach me Thylaw and let my life reflect it.
While sheddingcountlesstears, I grieve and pine.
Because Thylaw is not at all respected.
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52. LORD, Thou artrighteousand Thy law isjust;
Thy judgmentsThou on righteousness hast founded.
In all Thy statutesI have put mytrust,
For they infaithfulness are firmlygrounded.
By zeal consumed, I’m speechless with disgust
When foes ignore what Thou, LORD, hast expounded.

53. Thy promiseis well-tried and stands secure;
Thy pledge I love, in Thee, O LORD, confiding.
Though I’m of no account, despised and poor,
I’ll not forget Thyprecepts and Thyguiding.
Thy righteousness for ever shall endure;
Thy law is truth, eternally abiding.

54. Though now I suffer anguish and distress,
Thy law is my delight and consolation.
For everlasting is Thy righteousness,
And faithful are Thy words of revelation.
Thy servant,LORD, with understandingbless,
That I may live, that I may see salvation.

55. With all my heart, OLORD, I cry toThee.
Showme Thyanswer to my supplication.
Thy statutesI will keep unceasingly.
I call on Thee and pray for preservation.
Save me, OLORD, andlisten to myplea,
That I may keep Thylaw with veneration.

56. I cry for help before the break ofday;
I trust Thypromise.Thy decrees Iponder;
I’ve waited for the night so that Imay
Upon thywords reflect in awe andwonder.
LORD, hear mein Thy steadfast love, Ipray;
The proud areset ontearing me asunder.
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58. Seemy affliction, LORD, and set me free;
I keep Thylaw and ever shall retain it.
Plead Thou mycause and win release for me;
Recall Thy promise, for I then shallgain it.
But far from those who seek not Thy decree
Is Thy salvation; they shall not attain it.

59. Greatis, O LORD, Thy mercy in distress;
Grant me thelife by Thy decree awarded.
Though countlessfoes Thy servant may oppress,
Against departing from Thy law I’ve guarded.
O how I loathe thetraitor’s faithlessness;
I grieve whenThy commands are disregarded.
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60. Behold, O LORD, Thy precepts I revere;
I love Thylaw, I scorn the wicked’srailing.
Preserve mylife, O LORD, and persevere
According to Thy mercy never-failing.
The sum of all Thy word is truth most clear,
And each decree shall ever be prevailing.

61. By princesI am hounded without cause,
Yet I standawed before Thy revelation.
And I rejoice atThy commands and laws;
They, like greatspoil, rouse me to jubilation.
I loathe allvain deceit that ever was;
I love Thylaw butspurn abomination.

62. O LORD, I praise Thee seven times a day,
For righteousis the law Thou hast provided.
Great peace istheirs who honour and obey
Thy preceptsand whoby Thy word are guided.
No snares orpitfalls shall besetthe way
Of those whoin Thy justice have confided.

63. I hope inThee, forme Thou wilt preserve;
I do Thywill and keep Thy law before me.
I heed Thy word and Thy commands observe,
For peace and consolation they afford me.
I do notfrom Thy testimoniesswerve,
For all my ways are plain, O LORD, before Thee.

64. Incline Thy ear and listen to mycry;
According to Thy word hear Thou mysighing
And give meunderstanding in reply,
To me Thy testimonies not denying.
On Thee Ifor deliverance rely;
LORD, rescueme, Thy promised aid supplying.
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66. I long for Thy salvation night andday,
And Thy commandments my delight awaken.
O let me live to praise Thy Name foraye;
Let Thy decrees lend me support unshaken.
I wanderlike a sheep that’s gone astray:
O seek me, LORD; Thy law I’ve not forsaken.
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2. Woe me! Behold my tribulation,
For Meshech is my habitation;
Near Kedar’s tents I’m forced towander,
Where treacherous tribesmen kill andplunder.
Too long I have with those resided
Who hate all peace and who deride it.
I am for peace, whichthey abhor;
Thus when Ispeak, they are for war!
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2. Your Keeper slumbers not, nor shall
He cause your foot to fail
When dangers you assail
Lo, he who keepsHis Israel
Will neither sleep norslumber:
Nought shall your life encumber.

3. The LORD your Keeper is for aye,
A shade onyour right hand:
You shall securely stand.
The moon by night, the sunby day
Shall not afflict or smite you,
But with their radiance light you.
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4. The LORD will guard and keep youwhen
You meet withharm or strife:
He will preserve your life.
When going outor coming in,
The LORD will you deliver
From this timeforth, for ever.
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2. As was decreed forIsrael,
The tribes assemblefrom abroad
With thanks unto theName of God,
For there His holypresence dwells.
The seats for judgment are therein,
The thrones of David’s royal kin;
Theresit the rulers ofthe nation.
Prosperity beunto them
That love you, O Jerusalem,
Who make your peace their supplication.

3. Let peace be found within your walls
And in your palaces repose;
May blessingsbe conferred onthose
Who dwell within yourfavoured halls.
For friends and brethren I willsay,
“Let peace abide in you foraye;
May nought disturb you nowor ever.”
By reason of God’stemple fair
And for the mercy proffered there,
I will invoke your good for ever.

325

PSALM 122



2. O LORD, ourGod, grant us Thygrace again,
Grant usThy grace again,
For, lo, our ears are full ofman’s derision
At our estranged condition;
Our soul issated with the scorn and chiding
Of those at ease abiding,
And of theproud whoin their vanity
Regard ushaughtily.
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2. Yea, when theirwrath against us fiercelyrose,
Then would the tide o’er us havespread its wave;
The raging stream wouldhavebecome our grave;
The surging flood, in proudly swellingroll,
Most surelywould haveoverwhelmed us all.

3. Blestbe theLORD who made us not their prey;
As from thefowler’s net abird may flee,
So from theirbroken snaredid we go free.
Our only help is in God’s holyName;
He made theearth and all the heavenly frame.
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2. Jerusalem! The hills surround her
And mountainsstand on guard
To keep herpeace unmarred
When threats of enemies confound her.
So guards theLORD His own who hear Him
And praise andfear Him.

3. The wicked’ssceptre shall nothumble
The land Hedid entrust
To peopleright and just,
Lest they, enticed by evil,stumble,
And they their hands to wrong be turning,
God’s counselspurning.
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4. Do good, OLORD, to those who hear Thee,
To men goodin Thy sight
And in their hearts upright.
Let in Thy Israel thatfears Thee,
When sinnersto their doomare driven,
Thy peace begiven.
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2. ’Tis vain to waken in thedark
To start one’s dailyenterprise
And slave till night to realize
One’s sustenance byendless work.
For God His gifts on us will heap:
To His beloved He givessleep.

3. Lo, sons are precious gifts fromHim,
The body’s fruit Hisblest reward.
The sons of youth like arrowsguard
The man whose quiver’s full of them.
He shall be mightyin the gate:
No foes shall enter his estate.
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2. Your wife a vine resembles,
Fruitful within your house.
Like olive shoots assemble
The children God allows.
Around your table sitting,
They are a rich reward,
A blessing great andfitting
For him who fears theLORD.
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3. From Zion come your blessing;
May you see Salem’speace
And happiness progressing
Until your days willcease.
May you through life’s duration
Know that your seed is well
And see their generations.
Peacebe on Israel!

2. “They ploughed myback as if they ploughed a field;
Long furrows drew those enemies whohound me.”
The LORD isrighteous; He, mystrength and shield,
Has cut thecords with which the wicked boundme.

3. May all thosewho hate Zion be brought low.
Put them toshame, LORD.Crush them by Thypower.
Make them likeweeds that on thehousetops grow,
That, dry andwithered, die beforethey flower.
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2. If, showing no compassion,
Thou shouldst our sins record
And mark all our transgressions,
Who then could stand, O LORD?
But Thou dost pardon fully
All our iniquity,
That we may serve Thee truly
And fear Thymajesty.
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4. Hope in the LORD, Onation!
With Him is steadfast love;
His plenteous salvation
He’ll send youfrom above.
He will redeem Hispeople,
His chosen Israel,
From all their sin and evil,
That they Hispraise may tell.
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2. But I have set my soul at rest.
As, shelteredat its mother’sbreast,
A child may linger quietly,
My soul isquieted inme.

3. Hope in the LORD, OIsrael;
The just shall in His presencedwell.
Trust in His mercy,Him adore
From this timeforth and evermore.
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2. “I will not entermy ownhouse,
Or get into my bed, or drowse,
Or sleep till I havepaid my vows,
Till I find for theLORD a place,
For Jacob’s God a dwelling-place.”

3. In Ephratah the news weheard,
In Ja-ar’s fields our hearts were stirred:
We found the ark andspread the word,
“Let us goto His dwelling-place
And worship there before His face!”

4. O LORD, goto Thy place ofrest,
Thou and the ark, withpower blessed,
And let Thy faithfulpriests be dressed
In holiness, and so proclaim
Thy righteousness andwondrous fame.
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5. Let shouts ofpraise the heavensshake,
Thy saints their joyfulanthems make;
And for Thy servantDavid’s sake,
LORD, do notturn away Thyface
From him, anointedby Thy grace.

6. The LORD hasonce to David sworn
An oath He never will bemourn:
“There will to you a child be born,
A son shall from your bodyspring
Whom on yourthrone I’ll set as king.

7. “Your sons, ifthey My covenanthold
And hear when I My law unfold
Which I revealed in days of old,
They also shall foreverown
Your kingdom and your glorious throne.”

8. For Zion, by all men admired,
The LORD has chosen and acquired
And for His resting-place desired.
“Jerusalem is foundedwell;
For evermore I here will dwell.

9. “On her I will my blessingsshed.
Abundantly willshe be fed;
I’ll satisfy her poor with bread.
Her priests I’ll with salvation dress;
Her saints will shout inhappiness.

10. “There I will cause, in David’s line,
A horn to sprout, alamp to shine
For My anointedas a sign.
His enemies I’ll clothe withshame,
But deck his crown with lustrous fame.”
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2. ’Tis as the dew on Hermon’s brow descending,
The dew thatfalls where Zion’s slopes arebending,
And makes their vintageoverflow.
So they whodwell in peace no want shallknow,
For there theLORD their God His blessingsends
And grants thelife that never ends.
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2. Lift up your hands, inprayer draw nigh
Unto His sanctuary high;
O bless the LORD, kneel at His feet,
And worship Him with reverence meet.

3. The LORD now bless youfrom above,
From Zion in His boundless love;
Our God, who heaven and earth did frame,
Blest be His great andholy Name.
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2. Praise theLORD, for He is good;
Sing yourpraise toHim alone.
He choseJacob for Himself;
Israel He made His own.
Far above all gods isHe,
Great in power and majesty.

3. He does all that pleasesHim;
Heaven, earth, thedeepest sea
Do His bidding, heed Hiswill;
Clouds rise up at His decree.
With the rain He lightning sends;
Winds and tempestsHe commands.
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4. Egypt’s firstborn He destroyed;
Man andbeast Heboth did smite.
He His signs and wonderssent
And so humbled Egypt’s might,
Showing Pharaoh and his court
That no man Hiswill can thwart.

5. Many nations He struckdown,
Kings and princesgreat in might:
Og, the king of Bashan’shills,
Sihon of the Amorites.
He smote Canaan’s kingdomsall,
Gave their land to Israel.

6. Thy exalted Name, OLORD,
Will stand firm for evermore;
Thy great glory and renown
Through all ages will endure.
For the LORD will vindicate
All who for His mercy wait.

7. Idols are but preciousore,
Fashionedby thehands of men.
They have eyes but cannotsee;
Nations worship them invain.
They havemouths, but cannotspeak.
Why shouldmen their favour seek?

8. They have ears, but cannothear;
Nothing can theyunderstand.
In their mouths there is nobreath,
And their makers, in theend,
Like their idols will become;
So will all who trust in them.
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10. Blest from Zion be the LORD,
Who dwellsin Jerusalem.
Let His people all rejoice;
Let them praise and worshipHim.
Hallelujah! Praise theLORD!
Bless His Name withone accord.
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2. Praise the mighty King of kings
Who alone does wondrous things,
For His steadfast love issure;
It shall evermore endure.

3. He by wisdom framed theskies,
Made the earth fromocean rise,
For His steadfast love issure;
It shall evermore endure.

4. Gave the sun by day forlight,
Moon and stars torule the night,
For His steadfast love issure;
It shall evermore endure.

5. He made Egypt’s greatnessvain,
Caused their firstborn to be slain,
For His steadfast love issure;
It shall evermore endure.
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7. God divided the Red Sea,
Led His peoplethrough it, free,
For His steadfast love issure;
It shall evermore endure.

8. Pharaoh’s host was overthrown,
God through desertsled His own,
For His steadfast love issure;
It shall evermore endure.

9. Mighty kings of famous name
He destroyed andput to shame,
For His steadfast love issure;
It shall evermore endure.

10. Sihon, king of the Amorites,
Og of Bashanby His might,
For His steadfast love issure;
It shall evermore endure.
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11. As a heritage, theirland
He gave into Israel’s hand,
For His steadfast love issure;
It shall evermore endure.

12. He remembered all ourwoes
And redeemed us from our foes,
For His steadfast love issure;
It shall evermore endure.

13. Food toall does He supply.
Praise our God, enthroned on high,
For His steadfast love issure;
It shall evermore endure.
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3. Remember,LORD, how Edom showed nopity
That day whenBabylon razed Zion’s city,
How Esau’s sons rejoiced and said tothem,
“Tear down, tear down all of Jerusalem.
Destroy and raze it down to its foundations!”
O God, donot forget their provocations.

4. O Babylon, destroyer, God shallsmite you!
How happyhe, appointed to requite you
With all the evilyou to us have done!
May all mankind your lonely ruinsshun.
How happyhe whoshall, devoid ofpity,
Dash on therocks thechildren of yourcity!
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2. O God, whene’er I cried to Thee
Thou heardestme and didst deliver;
For by Thystrength, when sore afraid,
My soul wasstayed, O graciousGiver.
The kings of earth inone accord
Shall thank Thee, LORD, with praise unbroken,
Whenover all theearth is heard
The wondrous Word which Thou hastspoken.

349

&

#

#
˙

˙
œ œ

With all my

1
˙

˙

heart will

˙
˙

I re -

˙

cord

Ó

#

#
˙

œ
œ

Thy praise, O

˙ ˙

LORD, and

œ
œ
˙

ex-al - ta-
˙

tion.

Ó

#

#

˙
œ

œ

Be- fore the

˙

˙

gods with

˙
˙

joy- ful

˙

song

Ó

#

#
˙

œ
œ

Will I pro-

˙ ˙

long my

œ œ
˙

ad-o- ra-
˙

tion.

Ó

#

# ˙ œ
œ

I bow down

œ

œ ˙

toward Thy ho-

˙
˙

ly place

Ó

#

#
˙

˙

And for

˙
œ

œ

Thy grace and

œ
œ
˙

truth ex - tol

˙ ˙

Thee.

Ó

#

#

˙ œ
œ

Thou like Thy

œ
œ

˙

Name, O LORD

˙ ˙

Most High,

Ó

#

#
˙

˙

Didst mag-

˙
œ

œ

ni-fy Thy

œ
œ ˙

Word so ho -
W

ly.

PSALM 138

1543/Geneva, 1551

1.



4. LORD, though I walk ’mid troubles sore,
Thou wilt restore my faltering spirit;
Though angry foes my soul alarm,
Thy mightyarm will save andcheer it.
Yea, Thou wilt finishperfectly
What Thou for me hast undertaken;
May not Thy works, inmercy wrought,
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E’er come to nought, or be forsaken.
2. Thou knowestall and Thou dost trace

My journeyand myresting-place.
The ways Igo areclear to Thee,
And all my doings Thou dostsee.
My tongue, though silent, is revealing
The inmostthoughts I amconcealing.

3. Thou art before me and behind
And Thou hastprobed my heart andmind;
Upon me Thou hast laid Thy hand.
O LORD, how couldI understand
Thy wondrousknowledge or explain it,
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So high thatI cannot attain it!
5. If at thebreak of dawn I wake

And then the wings of morning take
To fly in to the farthest sea,
And dwell there, faraway from Thee,
Then even there Thy hand shalllead me
And Thy righthand shall hold and heedme.

6. If I say, “Let the gloom of night
Surround me,hide me, from Thysight,”
Then darkness is not dark to Thee;
Through blackest nightThou seestme.
With Thee thenight is neverlightless;
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Before Thy eyes the darkis brightness.

7. My inward parts were formed byThee,
For Thou, myGod, didst fashionme
When in my mother’swomb I grew
And neither lightnor darknessknew.
With awe, withreverent admiration,
I praise Thy wonderfulcreation.

8. My frame was not concealed fromThee
When I was fashioned secretly,
Wrought in the hiddendepths of earth.
Before my mother gave mebirth,
Thy eyes didin the womb behold me;
Thou didst with love and careenfold me.

9. My unformedsubstance Thou didst see,
And all the days allotted me —
When of them there asyet was none —
Thou hast recorded, every one.
Their number, LORD, Thou hast decided
And in Thy book for meprovided.
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11. O God, if only Thou wouldstslay
The wicked,in their pride astray.
O let them all from me depart,
Those men of blood and evil heart,
Men who maliciously defy Thee,
Who plan rebellion anddeny Thee.

12. Do I nothate those who hateThee?
O LORD myGod, Thouknowestme;
Those who inpride against Thee rise,
Thy enemies,I do despise.
With perfecthatred do I hate them;
May woes and miseryawait them!
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13. Search me, O God, and know myheart;
See if I from Thy ways depart.
Try me andjudge myinmost thought,
And let me byThy Word be taught.
Keep me from wicked ways andheed me;
In everlasting waysdo lead me.

2. Their tongues are sharpenedwith their slander
So that their words likeserpents sting;
Their poisonedlips to evil pander,
And they like vipersruin bring.

3. LORD, from thehands of foesprotect me
And keep me safe from violent men,
Those who areplotting to obstruct me.
Grantme Thy help andgrace again.
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5. Give ear, LORD,to my supplication.
I say to Thee, Thouart my God.
O LORD, myHelper,my salvation,
Shieldme in battlewith Thy rod.

6. Grant not whatfoes maybe desiring;
Let not their evil plots succeed!
Those who around me are conspiring
Lift up their heads in pride and greed.

7. For all their misdeeds,proud and vicious,
Grant their own mischiefas reward.
Let them be cast into abysses;
With burning coals repay them, LORD.

8. Let slanderers not be established
Where all the righteous honour Thee;
Let men ofviolence all be banished
And hunted down in infamy.
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9. I know theLORD upholds the needy;
With Him their cause will be secure.
He saves themfrom the proud andgreedy;
Our God shows justiceto the poor.

10. Surely the righteous will adore Thee
And give their thanks to Thy great Name;
The upright all will dwell before Thee

And there Thy faithfulness proclaim.
2. Set Thoua guard, O LORD, I pray Thee,

To keep mymouth from evil’s lure,
The doorwayof my lips secure.
Hear Thou myvoice andcome to stay me.

3. Let noneto evil deeds incite me.
Keep Thou mefrom the company
Of those whowork iniquity,
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And let their dainties not delight me.
5. When to their judges they aregiven

They shall, condemned, their misdeedsrue
And learn, LORD,that Thy word is true.
Against Theethey in vain havestriven.

6. For as a rock,all cleft and broken,
So shall theirbones, O LORD, be strewn
There where the grave for them is hewn,
When Thou in Thy great wrath hastspoken.

7. O LORD my God, my eyes aretoward Thee;
I seek myrefuge,LORD, in Thee,
Make haste tocome, to set me free,
And let Thymight defend andguard me.

8. Destroy their trap, LORD, do not fail me,
And of myperils be aware!
Let them becaught in their own snare,
While I escape topraise andhail Thee.
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2. To TheeI pour out my complaint,
For I am weak, my spirit faint.
When cares withgloom encompass me,
The path I take isknown toThee.

3. They inmy way havelaid a snare.
I look, butnone sees my despair;
I find no place ofrefuge near,
No friend to whom my life is dear.

4. O LORD,my Saviour,unto Thee,
Without ahope besides, I flee;
Thou art myshelter from the strife,
My portion in the land of life.

5. Be Thou my help whentroubles throng,
For I am weak and foes arestrong;
Thy servant out ofprison bring,
And thankfulpraises I will sing.
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2. My bitter foe has long pursued me;
Unto the ground he has subdued me,
And into darkness I’ve been led;
He made me sit where light eludes me,
Where I am left likethose long dead.

3. My soul is drained of expectation;
My heart is numb with consternation.
When I remember former days
I muse on all Thy preservation
And ponder all Thyworks and ways.

4. LORD, see my hands to Thee extending,
My soul athirst for Thy defending.
My spirit faints. Ohaste to save
Lest I become as those descending
Down to the darknessof the grave.

5. At dawn reveal to me Thy goodness,
For I confide in Thee, myfortress.
Cause me to see andknow in full
The way in which I should makeprogress,
For, LORD, to Thee I lift my soul.

6. From all my foes me now deliver,
For I have fled to Thee for cover.
Teach me Thy will, IThee entreat,
For Thou hast been my God forever.
Let Thy good Spiritguide my feet.

7. Revive me, LORD, to Thy Name’sglory;
In righteousness relieve my worry;
In steadfast love, aswith a sword
Cut off my enemies before me,
For I am still Thyservant, LORD.
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2. O LORD, what is a man that Thou dostheed him,
The son of man that Thou wilt help and lead him,
That Thou dost think of coming to hisaid?
Man is like breath, his days a passingshade.
LORD, bow Thyheavens, see my foes assemble;
Come, touch themountains, that they smoke and tremble!
Flash forth Thy lightnings and fight Thou ourfight;
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Send out Thyarrows, rout them in theirflight!
3. Stretch from on high Thy hand toward those whohound me

And draw mefrom the waters all around me.
O rescue me from my despair andwoes;
Deliver me fromhands of alienfoes,
Whose mouths arefilled with slander and withlying,
Whose right hand carriesfalsehood. Hear mycrying;
Seehow their might will overpowerme.
Come to myhelp: whom have I, LORD, butThee?

4. O God, to Thee a new song I’ll besinging:
My ten-stringedharp will with Thy praise beringing,
For unto kings Thougivest victory;
Thy servantDavid Thou dost help andfree.
Save me from swords that for my life arevying,
From alien foes, whosemouth is full oflying,
Whose right hand is theright hand of deceit.
Turn Thou theirpride toshame and to defeat.

5. May in theiryouth our sons like saplings flourish,
Like plants full-grown which Thou with rain dost nourish,
Our daughterswith their beauty us enthrall
Like gracefulcolumnsin a palacehall;
And may our garners all be overflowing,
On us theirfruit of every kind bestowing.
May in our fields our sheep so multiply
That their tenthousands every count defy.

6. May all thoseblessings to Thy praise incite us,
Our cattle,heavy with their young, delight us,
Untimely birth andmischance not beknown,
No locustsraze the crops our hands havesown.
May in our streets noanguished cry distress us.
RememberThou Thy people’s prayer andbless us.
How happythose who reap such rich reward!
Yes, happythose whose king is God the LORD!
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2. LORD, the majestic glories of Thystate
And all Thy doings I will contemplate;
Yes, of Thy greatness Iwill tell at length
And speak about Thy awesomeacts of strength,
Till men shall bring Thy goodness to remembrance,
Sing of Thy righteousness with joyful reverence.
Thou, LORD, art gracious, boundless in compassion;
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Slow is Thywrath in dealing with transgression.
3. LORD, Thou artgood to all that dwell below;

Thou in Thy works Thy steadfast love dostshow.
They all present to Theetheir thankful praise;
Thy saints shallbless Thee to theend of days.
They shall recount Thykingdom’s exaltation
And praise Thy wondrous acts with veneration,
That men mayfor Thy mighty deeds adore Thee,
For they unfold Thy kingdom’s radiantglory.

4. Thy kingdomshall continue withoutend,
Thy sovereignty from age to age extend.
Thou art a help and stayto those who fall;
The lowly ones Thou liftestwhen they call.
The eyes ofall look unto Thee withreason,
For Thou preparest food for them in season;
Thou openest Thyhand in gracious giving
To satisfy the needs of all thingsliving.

5. The LORD is just in all His will and way,
And all His works His steadfast love portray.
All men who seek His mercy find Him near;
He satisfies all those whoHim revere.
He hears thecry of those who seek Himtruly
But shall destroy the wicked and unruly.
My mouth toHim its praises shall deliver
And all flesh bless His holy Name forever.
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2. Put no trust in prince orruler,
In a man howeverwise:
In him is no help orpower;
When hisbreath departs he dies,
And his plans that veryday
Waste when he returns toclay.

3. Blest ishe who has ashelper
Him who listens to his pleas,
Jacob’s God, the LORD so faithful;
He madeheav’n and earth, theseas,
And all creatures of the deep;
He forever faith shallkeep.
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4. The oppressed will see God’s justice,
For the captives He setsfree.
He, the LORD, will feed thehungry
And will make the blind to see.
He lifts up all those bowed down;
Them will He with mercy crown.

5. He, theLORD, protects thestrangers;
Waifs and widows He sustains,
Thwarting those whose way is evil.
Praise Him who foreverreigns.
Zion’s children, sing Hislaud.
Hallelujah, praise your God.
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2. He counts the stars and knows their number;
Each one Hewill by name remember.
Our LORD isgreat, in power excelling,
His understandingpast all telling.
The LORD lifts up the poor and humble,
But causes wicked men tostumble.
O come inthankfulness before Him;
With harp and joyful song adore Him.
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3. With clouds He covers all the heavens;
Rain for theearth by Him is given.
The LORD makesgrass on hillsides flourish;
All beasts andravensHe will nourish.
His joy couldneverhave its sources
In warriors’ legs or strength of horses:
In those who fear Him He takes pleasure,
Who make His steadfast love theirtreasure.

4. Jerusalem, now praise your Saviour!
O Zion, thank Him for His favour!
Your gates Hestrengthens by His power;
His blessingson your sons He’llshower.
Within your walls in peace Heleads you
And with the finest wheat He feeds you.
He swiftly from His habitation
Sendsforth His word and proclamation.

5. When He thewintry cold increases,
He spreads thesnow like woolly fleeces;
Like ashesHe the hoarfrostscatters,
And hailstoneson the earth He clatters.
Before His cold the water freezes
Till He the icy bonds releases:
He sends His word, and winds startblowing;
He melts the ice, and streams areflowing!

6. By Him Jerusalem is guided;
The LORD His statutes has provided,
His steadfastlove to Jacobshowing,
His word on Israel bestowing.
He dealt thuswith no other nation;
They did not know His revelation.
Praise then theLORD, your gladnessvoicing
And in His steadfast love rejoicing!
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2. Let them withpraisebefore Him stand,
For they came forth at His command.
By His decree, which will endure,
He fixed their place forevermore.
On earth praise God with great devotion,
You creatures of the deepestocean,
You frost and snow, you fire andhail,
And stormwinds that perform His will.
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3. PraiseHim, you hills and mountains all,
You fruit trees and you cedars tall;
Wild beasts and cattle, creeping things,
Praise Him with everybird that sings.
Kings of the earth, with all itspeople,
Princesand judges, strong andfeeble,
Young men and maidens, old andyoung,
Come, praise the LORD withjoyful song.

4. Let them extol and magnify
The LORD, whose Name alone is high,
Whose honour earthand skies adorn.
He has raised up Hispeople’s horn
And praise for Israel, Hisnation,
Who worship Him with veneration,
The flock He led from days ofyore!
Praise, praise the LORD forevermore!
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2. Let them proclaim His Name withdancing,
With harp andsong His praise advancing,
For in His people God takes pleasure;
They are His joy andtreasure.
The humble ones who to Himflee
The LORDadorns with victory.
Let all the just theirglory voice
And in their God rejoice.
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3. Let them kneel down andsing God’s praises
While their right hand in vengeanceraises
A sword to end the profanations
Of wayward heathennations,
To bring the peoples chastisement
Becausethey God’s command resent,
To bind their kings withiron chains
Until no foe remains.

4. Their kings andnobles will be smitten
To execute the judgmentwritten.
God’s enemies who scorn repentance
Receive now their justsentence.
The verdict which His hatersstuns
Is glory to His faithfulones.
Sing, all you saints, withone accord
God’s greatness.Praise the LORD!
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2. Praise Him with the trumpetsound;
Let His glorious praise abound.
Praise Him with the psaltery,
With the harp His majesty;
Praise Him with the pipe andtimbrel.
Praise Him with stringed instruments,
With the flute His excellence;
Praise Him with the soundingcymbal.
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3. Let the clashing cymbalsring
To the praise of God theKing.
Praise Him with a mightysound;
Let yourvoices shake theground.
Sing His praises with rejoicing.
All that breathe, exalt theLORD;
Let all men His fame record:
Sing His praises! HALLELUJAH!
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